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US reviews 
‘failed’ Iran 
nuclear deal

8P  09

24% increase in the 
number of F1 visas

1 killed,1 wounded in 
Champs Elysees shooting
Paris

One police officer was 
killed and another 

wounded yesterday in a 
shooting on Paris’s Champs 
Elysees, police said, just 
days ahead of France’s 
presidential election. The 
attacker was killed in the 
incident.

Manama

The  ports of the Kingdom 
witnessed heavy rush 

during the Bahrain Grand 
Prix through King Fahd 
Causeway and Bahrain 
International Airport  with 
F1 visas increasing 24% 
compared with last year, 
Assistant Undersecretary, 
Shaikh Ahmed bin Isa Al 
Khalifa said.

@realDonaldTrump 

Failing @nytimes, which 
has been calling me wrong 
for two years, just got 
caught in a big lie concern-
ing New England Patriots 
visit to W.H.

Today’s Weather
Max Min

30°C 24°C

DT News Network
Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, received Rev. 
Johnnie Moore, at Riffa Palace 
yesterday. 

During the meeting HRH 
Crown Prince highlighted 
the principles of coexistence 
that underpin Bahraini 
society, noting His Majesty 
King Hamad’s commitment 
to ensuring the Kingdom 
continues to embrace all 
religions and faiths, which 
form an important element of 
Bahrain’s cultural diversity.   
His Highness stressed that 
openness and mutual respect 
are among the most important 
elements of Bahrain’s national 
identity. In this regard, His 

Highness added that religious 
diversity and pluralism form 
the foundations of Bahrain’s 
security, stability and ongoing 
development under the 
leadership of HM the King.  

HRH Crown Prince 
welcomed Rev. Moore, 
outlining the importance 
of continuing to extend 
bridges of communication 
and cooperation in order to 
promote a culture of peace and 
to counter all manifestations 
of extremism.  Rev. Moore 
thanked His Royal Highness 
for the opportunity to meet 
him, praising Bahrain’s 
pioneering role in maintaining 
the principles of pluralism and 
mutual respect. 

Rev. Moore stressed that it 
was important for the global 
community to continue to 
support Bahrain’s efforts and 
model of coexistence.

Rev. Moore praises Bahrain model

Tour of Croatia 

Abu Dhabi

Saudi Arabia’s energy 
minister said yesterday 

that oil-producing countries 
might have to prolong 
output cuts agreed for the 
first six months of the year in 
order to achieve the desired 
rebalancing of the market.

“We might have to extend 
in order to reach the target... 
of stock levels,” Khalid 
al-Falih told an energy forum 
in Abu Dhabi, referring to 
a deal between OPEC and 
non-OPEC producers to cut 
output by around 1.8 million 
barrels per day. 

Falih said there was a sort 
of “initial agreement” on the 

need to extend the deal after 
talks in Kuwait last month.
He said producers would 
continue to assess market 
figures until next month, 
when ministers are expected 
to take a final decision at a 
meeting in Vienna.

“There was a high level of 
commitment in the first three 
months, but despite that, we 
have not achieved the target” 
of reducing supply glut, he 
said.

OPEC agreed in November 
to cut production by 1.2 
million barrels per day for 
six months beginning from 
the start of the year in a bid 
to shore up prices. Some 

non-cartel producers, led by 
Russia, joined in December 
by committing to cut output 
by 558,000 bpd. Kuwaiti Oil 
Minister Essam al-Marzouk 
said there was a “significant” 
commitment by producers 
from outside OPEC, and 
called for prolonging the cuts.

“It is important that 
we agree to extend the 
agreement,” he told the 
forum. Oil prices currently 
hover just over $50 per barrel 
after shedding around half of 
their value since mid-2014. 
The International Energy 
Agency said last week that 
the compliance with the 
agreement among OPEC 

members and some non-
members, including Russia, 
“has been impressive”, giving 
a lift to oil prices.

But it added that improved 
prices had attracted higher-
cost producers in the United 
States back to the market, 
raising the prospect of 
surprisingly high levels 
of non-OPEC supply 
throughout the year. It said 
that if OPEC were to extend 
its output cut, that would 
boost prices, giving further 
encouragement to US shale 
oil producers to pump more. 
Oil inventories fell in March 
but probably showed a rise in 
the first quarter overall.

Saudi: Extend 
oil output cut

8P  24

HRH Crown Prince with Rev. Johnnie Moore, at Riffa Palace yesterday

Vincenzo Nibali of the Bahrain Merida 
Pro Cycling Team took third place on 
Wednesday’s shortened second stage of 
Tour of Croatia
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BRAVE has landed in India for the fifth 
edition of this international event, 

organised by the Brave Combat Federation 
of the Khalid bin Hamad Mixed Martial Arts 
Organisation (KHK MMA), in cooperation 
with the Indian Martial Arts Federation, at the 
Dome National Sports Club of India Stadium.

India is the third world destination for the 
championship since its international launch, 
under the directives of HH Shaikh Khalid Bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, First Deputy President of 
the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports, 
Honourary President of the Bahrain Mixed 
Martial Arts Federation (BMMAF) and 
founder of the Khalid Bin Hamad Mixed 
Martial Arts Organisation (KHK MMA), 
to introduce the championship which was 
launched from Bahrain, as an international 
championship with participation from 
professional fighters from across the world.

This has strengthened Bahrain’s standing 
in the international sports field, especially in 
mixed martial arts. The championship’s first 
international station was in Curitiba, Brazil, 
which held the third edition, 
followed by the 
fourth edition 
in Abu Dhabi, 
which held 
the first main 
competition for 
the championship 
belt. It was won 
by Algerian 
fighter Elias 
B o u d e g z d a m e 
at the expense of 
Mexican fighter 
MasioFullen.

Participating in 
the championship 
are 20 of the world’s 
strongest and 
fiercest fighters: 
Tahar Hadbi, Carl 
Booth, Mangat, 
Abdul Muneer, 
Jakub Kowalewicz, 
Alex Da Silva, Brian 

Hooi, Erik Carlos, Alejandro Martinez, Paulo 
Silva, Rolando Gabriel, and representative 
of the Kingdom of Bahrain and KHK MMA 
Professional Team Hamza Al Kooheji, 
Chaitanya Gavali, Nelson Paes, Aziz Julaidan, 
Mohammad Farhad, Ahmed Fares, Bharat 
Khadarf, Arnan Chaiysan and Hardeep Rai.

This championship is witnessing a busy 
programme, which began yesterday with 
the arrival of all the fighters, accompanied 
by the technical and administrative teams 
participating and completed all the procedures 
to final registration to participate in the events. 
The media meeting between the fighters and 
media representatives took place yesterday.

A workshop introducing all the rules and 
regulations of the championship, will be 
held today, followed by the official medical 
and weight examination for the official 
competitions to be held on Sunday.

Competitions will witness the main fight 
between the English fighter Carl Booth and 
Algeria’s Tahar Hadbi, and the second main 
fight between Canadian fighters Mangat and 
Indian Abdul Muneer.
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Manama

Almost half of the employees in 
the region are contemplating an 

industry change for the near future, 
according to the results of a survey.

Forty-seven per cent of respondents 
of a regional survey by Bayt.com and 
Yougov said they are considering 
an industry change for the next 
few months. Among the Bahraini 
respondents 40 per cent favoured 
switching industries in the coming 
months. 

The survey revealed that Oil, Gas 
& Petrochemicals industry as the 
most appealing industry amongst 
those who consider an industry 
change. Better salary was noted as 
the top reason for considering an 
industry change followed by better 
career growth. However, banking and 
finance industry is the most attractive 
to fresh graduates.

18 per cent of Bahraini respondents 
said that they are completely 
dissatisfied with the industry that they 
work in while 16 per cent said they 
are somewhat dissatisfied while 17pc  
said they are completely satisfied 
and 28pc said they are somewhat 
satisfied. 21pc of the respondents 

from Bahrain stated that they 
were neither dissatisfied nor  
satisfied.

Suhail Masri, Vice President of 
Employer Solutions at Bayt.com, said: 
“It is eye-opening to find out which 
industries the region’s professionals 
favour working in, as it is easy to rely 
on false impressions. More and more 
professionals are becoming satisfied 
with their job attributes, be it training 
opportunities or compensation or 
work culture. Yet, many are on the 
lookout for new and better career 
opportunities.”

“Respondents are evidently keen to 
find and maintain career opportunities 
that satisfy their professional and 
personal needs,” said Elissavet Vraka, 
Research Manager, YouGov. 

“This is why this survey is so 
insightful; it provides all professionals 
in the MENA region with more 
direction, as to which job attributes 
are valued the most and which fields 
of work are excelling in providing 
them,” he said.

The survey was conducted between 
February 23 and March 7 and a 
total of 7,162 respondents from the 
UAE, KSA, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
Egypt, Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia 
participated.

40 per cent 
employees 
in Bahrain 
looking 
to switch 
industry
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A fairy-tale came to life at the Cancer Centre in Salmaniya 
Medical Complex recently as volunteers from Al Fajer 

Private School (AFS) dressed up as fairies and superheroes 
brightened up the lives of little children on the occasion of 
Patients’ Day.

The delightful programme was a part of the school’s ‘Fairy 
Tale Project’ dedicated to the Kingdom’s children battling 
cancer and other life threatening conditions.

“The most difficult part of the treatment process is the 
waiting period. Children wait for their treatment, for their 
doctor, for test results and so on. Our main aim was to give hope 

in times of crisis as it can really strengthen their healing journey. 
And so the ‘Fairy Tale Project’ was born,” said Aline K. Matta, a 

member of the Al Fajer Private School family.
Filled with fairy dust and superhero magic, the Fairy Tale Project 

did not just stop at providing heart-warming entertainment to 
children but also revealed a grand surprise for the centre’s youngest 

cancer patient as a part of their one-of- its-kind project.
“While we had arranged mini surprises for all children, we felt like we 

could do more. It was all a big secret for months as we wanted little Shareefa 
and her parents to be as surprised as possible. I am elated that we were 
successful in taking her to a La La Land where all her dreams came true and 
there were no happy endings; only happy beginnings as we hope her journey

with AFS continues when she comes back from her treatment in Turkey,” 
said an excited Aline.

Little Shareefa was gifted an educational scholarship from Al Fajer 
Private School, school uniforms from Georgia Uniforms, school books 
from Elmia Bookstore, a trip to Dubai for herself and her parents from 
Yaacoub Travel, a lifetime of free dental treatment from the Gulf Dental 
Clinic, free lifetime training at the Aikido Academy, a precious package 
from Azadea Group and Little Princess in Seef Mall, a special gift from 
YES MUM and many more delightful presents.

 “We received an overwhelming response and so much support to 
lead this wonderful cause. We had only started the project as a dream, 
but it was a dream we all dreamt together which became a reality. It 
is important that more institutions and organisations take up such 
projects to spread positivity and happiness in the Kingdom,” said Aline 
speaking about the need for such projects.

The ‘Fairy Tale Project’ was held with the cooperation of the Ministry 
of Education, Ministry of Health, Salmaniya Medical Complex, Party 
Daze Adliya, Assel Express, Lavender Flowers, Barnes and Nobles and 
more.AFS volunteers with a child as Batman and Snowhite

AFS volunteers with Little Shareefa 
as Superman and Queen Elsa
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A Bahrain-based start-up, 
offering a combination 

of environmental and fintech 
solutions, has reached the 
final rounds of a United 
Nations (UN) competition for 
designing a planet-friendly 
application called ‘Paperless’.

The competition called 
#Connect2effect was 
simultaneously held at 
nine different locations to 
raise awareness for the UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and offer 
youngsters the opportunity 
to showcase their ideas and 
solutions for achieving the 
SDGs.  

The SDGs are a set of 17 
goals agreed upon by the 193 
member states of the UN, 
including Bahrain, as priorities 
for the world to tackle by 2030.

The Bahraini team-of-
three is the only participant 
from the GCC to compete 
with eight other international 

winners in the competition. 
The Paperless team consists 
of two IT consultants and a 
business developer - Hamad 
Ameer, Samy Massoud and 
Helen Kaldre respectively, who 
developed ‘Paperless’ – a smart 
solution to reducing paper 
receipts, collecting data and 
saving the environment.

The app is an innovative 
technical solution, eradicating 
paper receipts in retail stores.  
Alternatively, it uses an app 
on customer smart phones for 
receiving receipts.  The app 
is known to have multiple 
benefits, including tackling 
waste management, impacting 
the environment positively 
and providing smart financials 
insights for retailers.

“I am excited for this 
wonderful opportunity and so 
proud of the team! We are 
three innovative people with 
a mission to save the planet. 
Samy is an IT superstar, Hamad 
is also an IT mastermind 
and student who effectively 

manages his time and I am 
an active financial consultant 
with the planet on my mind. 
Our app is earth-friendly, 
customer-friendly and retailer-
friendly too. It really is a 
win-win for everyone,” said 
co-founder Helen Kaldre. 

The winning participants beat 
seven other teams to get through 
to the next round, where they 
will be competing with teams 
from over eight other global 
regions and if the team manages 
to win this round, they will be 
representing the Kingdom of 
Bahrain at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York City.

“We are thrilled about getting 
through to the next stage in this 
international competition. This 
is not just a big moment for us as 
a team but it is a matter of pride 
for Bahrain to be represented 
on such a prestigious platform. 

It is important that the nation 
continues to support its 
innovative and creative talents 
as we believe that our paperless 
receipt solution and other such 
sustainable ideas show that 
we in Bahrain are innovative, 
environmentally-friendly and 
focused on the future of the 
Kingdom,” said co-founder 
Samy Massoud. 

One of the criteria for the 
team to win the next stage is 
to gain both social media and 
crowdfunding support from 
their home countries in order 
to showcase an acceptance for 
sustainable development goals 
within the nation. To show 
your support, follow Bahrain’s 
Paperless team on Instagram: 
@getpaperlessapp and visit the 
crowdfunding page on www.
crowdfunding.connect2effect.
com/p/paperless. 

From left, Samy Massoud, Helen Kaldre and Hamad Ameer who developed ‘Paperless’

The app developed by the three-member startup team, 
which can eradicate paper receipts in retail stores  

contest
app

Bahrain team enters
final
rounds
of UN

Recruiting a
Projects Officer

The British Embassy is looking for a full-time 
Projects Officer, B3(L), to join our dynamic 
Programmes Team.  The candidate will lead on a 
portfolio of projects that support the wider political 
and programmatic work of the Embassy. The 
candidate will also be responsible for monitoring 
and evaluating projects to help better design 
Embassy project work. 

Working hours are generally 7:30am to 2:30pm. 
Salary is 1025 BHD per month.

For a full job description visit our website:
https://www.gov.uk/government/world/organisations/british-embassy
-manama/about/recruitment 

The closing date for all applications is Saturday 6th May 2017.
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Foreigners will no longer be 
allowed to work in Saudi 

Arabia’s numerous shopping 
malls, the labour ministry 
announced yesterday, in 
the latest measure to boost 
employment of Saudis.

The kingdom has intensified 
efforts to develop more jobs 
for its citizens under a wide-
ranging drive that began 
last year to diversify the oil-
dependent economy.

Known as Vision 2030, the 
plan calls for development 

of non-oil industries, small 
and medium enterprises, 

and a broader 
investment base.

“The Minister 
of Labour 
and Social 

D e v e l o p m e n t 

issues a decision  restricting 
the work in malls across the 
kingdom to only Saudi men 
and women,” the ministry said 
on Twitter.

There were no further 
details on how or when the 
plan would be implemented. 
It is the latest step aimed at 
boosting local employment in 
a country where expatriates 
do everything from cleaning 
the streets, to waiting on tables 
and providing management 
expertise.

About nine million 
foreigners worked in the 
kingdom at the end of 2015, 
according to latest official 
figures.

Saudis have traditionally 
preferred jobs in the public 
sector, where hours are shorter 
and leave is longer, but the 

government is trying to cut its 
payroll.

It has for years offered 
incentives for companies 
to employ more Saudis and 
sanctioned those which did not 
meet targets.

Under new measures, the 
monthly fees paid by those who 
hire more foreign workers than 
Saudis will be increased, and 
in July the government plans 
to impose a levy on foreign 
workers with dependents, 
according to a government 
document seen by Bloomberg 
News.

In the third quarter of last 
year the unemployment rate 
for Saudi females was 34.5 per 
cent, compared with 5.7pc for 
Saudi males, figures cited by 
the firm Jadwa Investment 
showed. (AFP)

Paris

A 
F r e n c h 
artist who 
h a t c h e d 
nine eggs 
a f t e r 
sitting on 

them for 
three weeks has been condemned 

by an animals rights group for depriving the 
chicks of a mother.

Abraham Poincheval hardly slept in the 
23 days he spent nesting inside a glass vitrine 
in a Paris art museum which he finally left 
Thursday after all but two of the eggs hatched.

Last month the man dubbed France’s most 
extreme artist made headlines worldwide 
after spending a week entombed inside an 
egg-shaped rock at the Palais de Tokyo.

But animal rights group PETA said they 
took a dim view of the birth of the chicks, the 
first of which emerged on Tuesday.

“There is nothing to celebrate in the birth 
of this chick born alone in a museum,” the 
organisation said in an open letter to the artist.

“Considered merely as a part of an ‘artistic’ 
performance, it will never meet its mother.

“Animals have no place in art,” it added. 
But a spokeswoman for the museum insisted 
that the chicks, eight of whom are yellow 
and one brown, “are doing well and they are 
going to live in the country” with Poincheval’s 
parents.

His father Christian said that he had made 
them a luxury hen house on his Normandy 
smallholding where they would live out their 
natural lives.

Chicks won’t be eaten
Poincheval senior, an inventor best known 
for his pills which make farts smell of roses, 
promised the chicks would never end up in 
the pot.

“I can assure you that they will 
never be the centrepiece of a grand 
feast,” he added.

A museum spokesman said that 
although his son was exhausted after the 
marathon performance during which he 
never left the vitrine, he was “very happy. 
He never hoped that so many of the eggs 
would hatch.”

“It has been really tough for him. He 
has slept sitting on the eggs. It’s been a 
lot harder than being shut inside the rock,” 
the spokeswoman had earlier said.

As well as having to spend 23-and-a-half 
hours a day sitting on the eggs, Poincheval 
had to contend with the heat, having to keep 
the eggs at a minimum of 37 degrees Celsius 
(98.6 degrees Fahrenheit). 

The 44-year-old artist is no stranger to 
bizarre performances.

He once spent a fortnight inside a stuffed 
bear eating worms and insects, was buried 
under a rock for eight days and navigated 
France’s Rhone river inside a giant corked 
bottle. His big dream, however, is to walk on 
the clouds. “I have been working on it for five 

years, but it is not quite there 
yet,” he said. 

(AFP)
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Missing Pets

POPPY - Female Miniature 
Poodle, 2 yrs, micro- chipped, 
wearing black collar w pink 
paw print ID tag, has health 
issue, possibly STOLEN, 
Budaiya (Beach Villas/by 
new road works/back of 
farmers market), 10/3/17, 
REWARD 200BD, 36636955 
or 36366128

LUKAS - Male Persian, 7 
mos, neutered, not wearing 
collar or ID, unsure how 
disappeared, Saar (near 
primary girls school/
Collage University), 18/4/17. 
33772520

MIO - Male Persian, 5 yrs, 
long thick tail, unsure if 
neutered, not wearing collar 
or ID, escaped from home, 
Hijiyat/Riffa (block 935, Road 
3501) 14/3/17, REWARD. 
34363166

KONG - Male Rottweiler, 18 
mos, micro-chipped, gate 
left open, may have been 
stolen, wearing gold colour 
chain collar - no ID, New 
Hidd (behind Khalifa bridge), 
REWARD for safe return, 
18/4/17. 33008092

MITCH - Male Persian mix, 1+ 
yr, neutered, micro-chipped, 
normally plays outside - but 
did not come back, may have 
been picked up, Amwaj (Tala 
Island), 14/4/17. 3412 6134

LUNA - Female, English 
Short-Hair/Ragdoll mix, 
1 yr 10 mos, now spayed, 
greatly needs her antibiotics 
for swelling in her breasts, 
responds to name, not 
wearing collar or ID, 
Budaiya Beach Villas (block 
550), 10/4/17, REWARD. 
35628385

Saudi malls
to hire locals
only: ministry
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Saudis will be increased, and 
in July the government plans 
to impose a levy on foreign 
workers with dependents, 
according to a government 
document seen by Bloomberg 
News.

In the third quarter of last 
year the unemployment rate 
for Saudi females was 34.5 per 
cent, compared with 5.7pc for 
Saudi males, figures cited by 
the firm Jadwa Investment 
showed. (AFP)

Paris

A 
F r e n c h 
artist who 
h a t c h e d 
nine eggs 
a f t e r 
sitting on 

them for 
three weeks has been condemned 

by an animals rights group for depriving the 
chicks of a mother.

Abraham Poincheval hardly slept in the 
23 days he spent nesting inside a glass vitrine 
in a Paris art museum which he finally left 
Thursday after all but two of the eggs hatched.

Last month the man dubbed France’s most 
extreme artist made headlines worldwide 
after spending a week entombed inside an 
egg-shaped rock at the Palais de Tokyo.

But animal rights group PETA said they 
took a dim view of the birth of the chicks, the 
first of which emerged on Tuesday.

“There is nothing to celebrate in the birth 
of this chick born alone in a museum,” the 
organisation said in an open letter to the artist.

“Considered merely as a part of an ‘artistic’ 
performance, it will never meet its mother.

“Animals have no place in art,” it added. 
But a spokeswoman for the museum insisted 
that the chicks, eight of whom are yellow 
and one brown, “are doing well and they are 
going to live in the country” with Poincheval’s 
parents.

His father Christian said that he had made 
them a luxury hen house on his Normandy 
smallholding where they would live out their 
natural lives.

Chicks won’t be eaten
Poincheval senior, an inventor best known 
for his pills which make farts smell of roses, 
promised the chicks would never end up in 
the pot.

“I can assure you that they will 
never be the centrepiece of a grand 
feast,” he added.

A museum spokesman said that 
although his son was exhausted after the 
marathon performance during which he 
never left the vitrine, he was “very happy. 
He never hoped that so many of the eggs 
would hatch.”

“It has been really tough for him. He 
has slept sitting on the eggs. It’s been a 
lot harder than being shut inside the rock,” 
the spokeswoman had earlier said.

As well as having to spend 23-and-a-half 
hours a day sitting on the eggs, Poincheval 
had to contend with the heat, having to keep 
the eggs at a minimum of 37 degrees Celsius 
(98.6 degrees Fahrenheit). 

The 44-year-old artist is no stranger to 
bizarre performances.

He once spent a fortnight inside a stuffed 
bear eating worms and insects, was buried 
under a rock for eight days and navigated 
France’s Rhone river inside a giant corked 
bottle. His big dream, however, is to walk on 
the clouds. “I have been working on it for five 

years, but it is not quite there 
yet,” he said. 

(AFP)

6 Friday, April 21, 2017

Missing Pets

POPPY - Female Miniature 
Poodle, 2 yrs, micro- chipped, 
wearing black collar w pink 
paw print ID tag, has health 
issue, possibly STOLEN, 
Budaiya (Beach Villas/by 
new road works/back of 
farmers market), 10/3/17, 
REWARD 200BD, 36636955 
or 36366128

LUKAS - Male Persian, 7 
mos, neutered, not wearing 
collar or ID, unsure how 
disappeared, Saar (near 
primary girls school/
Collage University), 18/4/17. 
33772520

MIO - Male Persian, 5 yrs, 
long thick tail, unsure if 
neutered, not wearing collar 
or ID, escaped from home, 
Hijiyat/Riffa (block 935, Road 
3501) 14/3/17, REWARD. 
34363166

KONG - Male Rottweiler, 18 
mos, micro-chipped, gate 
left open, may have been 
stolen, wearing gold colour 
chain collar - no ID, New 
Hidd (behind Khalifa bridge), 
REWARD for safe return, 
18/4/17. 33008092

MITCH - Male Persian mix, 1+ 
yr, neutered, micro-chipped, 
normally plays outside - but 
did not come back, may have 
been picked up, Amwaj (Tala 
Island), 14/4/17. 3412 6134

LUNA - Female, English 
Short-Hair/Ragdoll mix, 
1 yr 10 mos, now spayed, 
greatly needs her antibiotics 
for swelling in her breasts, 
responds to name, not 
wearing collar or ID, 
Budaiya Beach Villas (block 
550), 10/4/17, REWARD. 
35628385

Saudi malls
to hire locals
only: ministry
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Israel policeman fired
for beating Palestinian

Bombers at Syria transit 
‘disguised’ as aid workers

Egypt army says senior 
IS cleric killed in Sinai

Cairo

US Secretary of Defence 
Jim Mattis met Egyptian 

President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi and top brass in Cairo 
yesterday, pledging support 
for the American ally on his 
first regional tour. 

The brief visit, with Mattis 
later setting off to Israel, 
came after Sisi hit it off 
with Trump during a White 
House meeting earlier this  
month. 

Sisi’s visit marked a shift 
in relations after Trump’s 
predecessor Barack Obama 

had given the Egyptian leader 
the cold shoulder for leading 
the military overthrow of 
Islamist president Mohamed 
Morsi in 2013.

Obama temporarily 
suspended military aid to 
Egypt following a bloody 
crackdown on Morsi’s 
supporters.

Trump, however, has set 
aside criticism of Sisi’s human 
rights record while pledging 
to maintain support for the 
key US ally which receives an 
annual $1.3 billion in military 
aid. The meeting “addressed 

aspects of military and 
security cooperation between 
the two countries and ways to 
further enhance them,” the 
president’s office said in a 
statement.

Sisi told Mattis he wanted 
to “strengthen the ongoing 
military cooperation between 
the two countries,” it said.

Mattis in turn “reiterated 
the US’s commitment 
to reinvigorating these 
relations and broadening 
prospects for cooperation,” 
 it added.

After meeting Sisi, Mattis 

held talks with Defence 
Minister Sedki Sobhi at his 
headquarters, where he was 
received with a marching 
band playing the US national 
anthem.

“We’ve always had an 
open relationship,” he told  
Sobhi.

After the meeting, Mattis 
participated in a wreath laying 
ceremony at Cairo’s Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier.

He then prepared to fly on 
to Israel on the next leg of his 
tour, which started in Saudi 
Arabia. (AFP)

Pentagon 
chief
pledges 
support 
for Egypt’s 
Sisi

Jerusalem

An Israeli policeman caught on video beating up a 
Palestinian truck driver in east Jerusalem last month has 

been fired from the force, police said yesterday. 
The video, widely circulated on social media, shows the 

uniformed officer curse the driver, then headbutt him in the 
face and kick him in the legs.

Other Palestinians are seen trying to reason with the 
policeman only for him to turn on them also.

Thursday’s police statement said the officer was notified 
of the decision on Wednesday and his dismissal would take 
effect within 14 days.

“It was an exceptional and violent incident which goes 
against all the values of the Israel Police,” it said.

“A policeman who behaves in such a manner has no place 
in the Israel Police.”  

A Palestinian witness filmed the incident, which took place 
in a car park near the interior ministry in the Wadi Joz area 
of annexed east Jerusalem, and handed a copy to an Israeli 
journalist. The witness said the policeman had accused the 
driver of having damaged his car with the truck.

Shortly after the incident the police condemned the attack 
and suspended the officer. (AFP)

Geneva

The perpetrators of a bombing in Syria last weekend that 
killed more than 120 people had disguised themselves as 

aid workers and may have specifically targeted children, the 
UN said Thursday.

The victims in the suicide car bombing Saturday at a 
rebel-held transit point where civilians were being evacuated 
included 68 children, and scores of others were injured.

“Someone pretending even to distribute aid and attracting 
the children produced that horrific explosion”, UN Syria 
envoy Staffan de Mistura told reporters in Geneva.

The head of the UN’s humanitarian taskforce for Syria, Jan 
Egeland, said at the same news conference that the assailants 
“disguised as a charity”.

No group has claimed responsibility for the attack at the 
Rashidin transit point west of Aleppo, one of the deadliest 
episodes since the start of Syria’s six-year civil war.

Cairo

The Egyptian military said yesterday it killed a senior 
Islamic State group cleric and 18 jihadists in air strikes 

in the Sinai Peninsula where the extremists are waging an 
insurgency. The announcement came after the jihadists 
claimed a series of attacks, including a shooting near a 
monastery this week and twin church bombings on April 9 
that killed dozens. Among the jihadists killed was “one of 
the prominent leaders of the so-called Ansar Beit al-Maqdis, 
the head of the religious affairs committee in the group,” the 
military said, without saying when the strikes occurred.

Ansar Beit al-Maqdis was the name used by the jihadists in 
the Sinai before they pledged allegiance to the Islamic State 
group in November 2014.

Rabat

Moroccan police said they 
have arrested a young 

Ferrari driver who triggered a 
scandal by posting video footage 
of himself apparently drunk at 
the wheel and ridiculing officers.

Police have opened an inquiry 
into the incident involving 
the man, aged around 20 and 
reported to be from an influential 
family, after a public outcry and 
claims of special treatment. 

He was arrested on Wednesday 
evening, two days after he posted 
video footage on social media he 
filmed himself of his night out.

First he is seen at a nightclub 
holding a bottle of Champagne, 
and later at the wheel of his 
Italian sports car, still with 
the bottle, showing signs of 
intoxication.

He then appears in front of 
his crashed car, mocking police 
officers, and finally sitting 
proudly in the passenger seat 
of an ambulance smoking a 
cigarette.

Moroccan newspaper Al 
Massae complained of “special 
treatment” for the Ferrari driver 
while Al Akhbar questioned the 
“indulgence” of police.

Police said two officers present 
at the scene had been held for 
questioning after the incident, 
which saw the Ferrari hit three 
vehicles stopped at a traffic light, 
causing injuries.

According to Moroccan 
media the driver is the nephew 
of a wealthy businessman in the 
city of Laayoune in Western 
Sahara and may also be related 
to a government minister.

Ferrari driving ‘rich kid’ arrested

Hamza Darham was arrested. Courtesy: 
Morocco World News

Syrians, some of whom were injured in a car bomb blast on 
April 15 while they were waiting at a transit point

US Defence Secretary James Mattis (front L) walks with 
Egypt’s Minister of Defence Sedki Sobhi (front C) to 
meet with Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (not 
pictured) at the Ittihadiya presidential palace in Cairo



DT News Network
Manama 

The National Bank of 
Bahrain (NBB) yesterday 

announced financial 
results for the first quarter 
of 2017, reporting a net 
profit of BD14.74 million 
(US$39.20m) compared to 
BD17.76m (US$47.23m) for 
the corresponding period of 
the previous year, a decrease 
of 17.0pc. 

The bank achieved an 
Operating Profit of BD19.05m 
(US$50.66m) for the first 
quarter of 2017, an increase 
of 3.8pc over BD18.36m 
(US$48.83m) achieved 
during the first quarter of  
2016. 

Expressing his satisfaction 
on the improvement in the 
core business and operating 
profitability of the Bank, the 
Chairman Farouk Yousuf 
Khalil Almoayyed stated that 
the Bank’s Net Profit has been 
impacted by the need to take 
impairment on certain credit 
exposures due to financial 
difficulties faced by some 
borrowers. 

Commenting on the bank’s 
performance and future 
outlook, Jean Christophe 
Durand, Chief Executive 
Officer said, “While the 
external environment 
continues to be challenging, 
we will actively pursue new 
business opportunities by 

capitalizing on our strong 
domestic franchise, capital 
base and liquidity”.

For the three-month period 
in 2017, the bank recorded Net 
Interest Income of BD17.11m 
(US$45.50m) compared to 
BD15.78m (US$41.97m) for 
the corresponding period 
of the previous year. The 
increase of 8.4pc is on account 
of growth in business and 
better yield on assets. The 
Earnings per share was 11.7 
fils compared to 14.1 fils for 
the corresponding period of 
2016.

Other income for the three 
months period was BD9.60m 
(US$25.53m) compared to 
BD10.47m (US$27.85m).  
While income from core 
business showed an increase, 
the decrease in total Other 

Income is attributable to 
higher dividend income on 
certain investments besides 
certain one-off income in the 
previous year. 

Operating expenses 
decreased marginally from 
BD7.89m (US$20.98m) for the 
three months period in 2016 
to BD7.66m (US$20.37m) 
for the three months period 
in 2017. As result of the 
growth in income outpacing 
increase in costs, the Cost 
to Income Ratio showed a 
decrease from 30.1pc in 2016 
to 28.7pc in 2017.  The bank 
took impairment provision 
of BD4.31m (US$11.46m) 
during the current year due 
to financial difficulties faced 
by some borrowers and the 
resultant inability to meet 
their obligations.

Steady progress has been 
achieved in the underlying 
business activities of the Bank 
with the Total Earning Assets 
(comprising of Treasury 
bills, Bank placements, Loans 
& Advances, Investment 
securities and Investment 
in Associates) increasing 
from BD2,784.19m 
(US$7,407.76m) as at 31 
Mar 2016 to BD2,808.96m 
(US$7,470.64m) as at 31 Mar 
2017.  

Loans & Advances grew by 
8.4pc during the 1st quarter 
of 2017 to reach BD1,118.85m 
(US$2,975.66m). Customer 
Deposits as at 31 Mar 2017 
stood at BD2,143.16m 
(US$5,699.89m) compared 
t o  B D 2 , 2 1 6 . 8 1 m 
(US$5,895.77m) as at 31 Mar 
2016.
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Facebook out to read minds
Facebook wants to read your mind. At least, when it comes to what you’d like to say or type. The social network giant, at its annual developers conference, 

unveiled projects aimed at allowing users to use their minds to type messages or their skin to hear words.

Work under way in Building 8 will 
one day allow us to choose to 
share a thought, just like we do 
with photos and videos,” 

Mark Zuckerberg 
Facebook co-founder and chief 

executive

“Speech is essentially a compression 
algorithm, and a lousy one at that.
That is why we love great writers and 
poets, because they are just a little 
bit better at compressing the full-
ness of a thought into words. What if 
we could type directly from our brain 
into a computer?,” 

Regina Dugan 
Facebook executive and former 

DARPA director 

Building 8 team
The project grew from being an 
idea six months ago to being the 
focus of a team of more than 60 
scientists, engineers, and system 
integrators. Goal is to create a sys-
tem capable of typing 100 words-
per-minute straight from brain. 

Cutting out implants
Video played during pres-

entation showed a woman 
with an advanced neurodegenera-

tive disease using her mind to move a 
cursor on a computer screen, slowly typ-

ing words.
Such brain-computer interface technology 

currently involves implanting electrodes, but 
Facebook wants to use optical imaging to eliminate the 

need to surgically intrude on brains.
Facebook is looking at creating “silent-speech interfaces” 
based on sensors that could be worn, and made in quantity.

Feeling words
The Building 8 group is also 
working on sensors that let 
people “hear” through their 
skin, with what they feel 
being converted into words 
in a variation on how the ear 
turns vibrations into compre-
hensible sounds.
Facebook started the Building 
8 group last year, and put it in 
the hands of Dugan, who had 
previously led an advanced-
technology projects group at 
Google.
Before joining Google, Dugan 
ran the Defence Department’s 
Defence Advanced Research 
Projects Agency, devoted to 
developing technology for 
the US military.

NBB Q1 net profit 
at BD14.74 million

Farouk Almoayyed, NBB Chairman Jean Christophe Durand, NBB CEO
Moscow

Russia’s 200 richest people 
became some $100 billion 

richer in 2017 than last year, 
said the Russian Forbes which 
makes the annual ranking, 
attributing the growing 
wealth to rising commodities 
prices.

The total worth of Russia’s 
two hundred richest was 
evaluated at $460bn, up by 
$100bn since 2016, while 
the number of Russian 
billionaires grew from 77 to 
96 people after falling last 
year.

Russia’s richest man is 
Leonid Mikhelson, who owns 
stakes in Novatek and Sibur 
energy companies and is 
worth $18.4bn. He is followed 
by Alexei Mordashov, the 
owner of Severstal, and 
Vladimir Lisin who owns the 
NMLK steel manufacturer.

Forbes said the cutoff 
for making the 200-richest 
ranking is the highest in 14 
years of the ranking’s history 
at $500 million, going up 
from $350m last year.

Russian markets have 
rebounded in recent months 
after a slump of previous years. 
The ruble’s strengthening and 
recovering oil prices have also 
contributed to the riches of 
Russia’s richest.

The ranking is mostly men 
with just three women. 

Most Russians have not 
benefited from the markets’ 
recovery however, with 
state statistics released this 
week indicating that real 
earnings of households fell 
by   2.5 per cent year on 
year. 

Purchasing power of 
ordinary Russians has also 
fallen in 2015 and 2016.

Russia’s 
richest get 
richer in 2017

Leonid Mikhelson



Register 
and win 
Those who register and shop 
through the HAPPYME app will 
get an extra coupon for the draw, 
and those using CrediMax Visa 
Cards to pay will also get an extra 
c o u p o n for the draw. 

500 raffle 
winners 

A raffle draw is 
planned with 500 
winners and prizes that 
include a year’s free shopping, a 55’’ 
television set, smart phones and gift 
vouchers.  
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Montreal

Canada’s second-biggest airline Westjet announced 
plans Thursday to launch a new ultra-low cost, no-frills 

service for domestic travellers.  
The startup fleet of 10 Boeing 737-
800s, close-packed with extra seats, 
is scheduled to take off later this year. 
The move is subject to regulatory 
approvals and an agreement with 
its pilots, the company said in a 
statement.

Berlin

German luxury carmaker BMW yesterday reported first-
quarter pre-tax profits that were sharply higher than expected, 

largely thanks to one-off financial 
effects. Profits before tax increased 
by 27 percent to 3.0 billion euros 
($3.2 billion) in the period from 
January to March, compared with 
the prior year period. First-quarter 
revenues increased by 12.4pc to hit 
some 23.45 billion euros. 

Kathleen Wynne
Ontario Premier 

Westjet to launch ultra low-cost airline BMW profits beat expectations in Q1 People are betting that our future is going to be 
bright. But when speculation drives the average 
resale price of a home up by 33 percent in just 12 
months, that’s when we know we have a problem. 
When young people cannot 
afford their own apartment 
or cannot imagine owning 
their own home, we know 
we have a problem... and we 
know we have to act,”

G e a n t Hypermarket  and Gulfmart have  launched  ‘HAPPYME 
‘ application which is an all-in-one shopping assistant on their 16th 
anniversary in Bahrain

Geant & Gulfmart  
launches  

‘HAPPYME’ app

Download 
Happy Me 

app on 
Android and 
iOS store for 

free.

Amazing 3 weeks
The 16th anniver-
sary celebrations will 
run for almost three 
weeks with amazing 
offers every week 
until May 7

Click and win
In-store events include face 
painting/tattoo, cartoon char-
acters and photography con-
test in all Geant stores. The 
contest encourages shoppers 
to take a photo with Geant 
Man in-store at any of the 
Geant store locations and post 
the image in their Instagram 
profile with a hashtag #Geant 
Anniversary and tag @Geant 
_bh on the picture to win. Five 
winners will be selected for 
BD10 gift voucher every week. 

Washington 

US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson branded the 

Iran nuclear deal a failure 
Wednesday as President 
Donald Trump ordered a 
review of how Washington 
is countering the threat from 
Tehran. 

The State Department 
admits that Iran has so far 
maintained its side of the 
bargain it struck with world 
powers in 2015 to curtail its 
nuclear program in exchange 
for sanctions relief.

But Tillerson argued the 
accord had just been a way 
of “buying off” the regime 
and would only delay its 
development of a nuclear 
weapon that could threaten 
its region and the world.

“ T h e  T r u m p 
administration has no 
intention of passing the buck 
to a future administration 
on Iran,” Tillerson told 
reporters.

The Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
signed between Iran and 
world powers restricts its 

nuclear fuel enrichment for 
10 years. Trump has between 
four and eight years left in 
office, depending on whether 
he wins a second term.

Tillerson said the JCPOA 
“fails to achieve the objective 
of a non-nuclear Iran” and 
was a product of “the same 
failed approach of the past 
that brought us to the current 
imminent threat we face from 
North Korea.”

Trump’s spokesman 

Sean Spicer said the review 
would be conducted by 
US government agencies 
over the next 90 days and 
recommendations would be 
presented to the president as 
to whether to stick by the 
deal. 

The nuclear deal was 
reached in Vienna in July 
2015 between Iran and 
Britain, China, France, 
Germany, Russia and the 
United States. (AFP)

US reviews 
‘failed’ Iran 
nuclear deal

New York

Technology giant Apple wants to “one day” 
end the need to mine materials from the 

earth to make its gadgets, the company said in 
its annual environmental responsibility report 
out Thursday.

“Traditional supply chains are linear. 
Materials are mined, manufactured as 
products, and often end up in landfills after 
use. Then the process starts over and more 
materials are extracted from the earth for new 
products.

“We believe our goal should be a closed-
loop supply chain, where products are built 
using only renewable resources or recycled 
material.”

Apple touts 
greater use 
of recycled 
metal

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
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COUNTRY/CURRENCIES SELLBUY

Rates are for indication purpose only. For firm rates or for currencies not listed above please 
call Bahrain Financing Company. Telephone: 17228888, Website: www.bfc.com.bh

COUNTRY 1 US DLR 1 UK STG 1 SFR 100 YEN

BAHRAIN 0.3770 0.4699 0.3732 0.3316

KUWAIT 0.2855 32.4614 0.2826 0.2511

OMAN 0.3849 0.3888 0.3810 0.3385

QATAR 3.6420 3.6791 3.6052 3.2032

UAE 3.6730 3.7105 3.6359 3.2304

SAUDI 3.7500 3.7883 3.7121 3.2982

AUSTRALIA 0.2955 0.2931
BANGLADESH 0.004982 0.004733
CANADA 0.2883 0.2852
DENMARK 0.0579 
EGYPT 0.0245 0.0215
EURO 0.4132 0.4111
HONGKONG 0.04983 0.04943
INDIA  0.00582 0.00593
INDONESIA 0.00002997 0.00002900
IRAN TUMAN 0.000323 
IRAQI DINAR 0.000311 
JAPAN 0.00355 0.00348
JORDAN 0.5346 0.5351
KOREA 0.00038912 
KUWAIT 1.244 1.244
MALAYSIA 0.0879 0.0874
NEW ZEALAND 0.0269 0.3270
NORWAY 0.0463 
NEPAL 0.00383329 0.00363790
OMAN 0.97962 0.98262
PAKISTAN 0.00365245 0.00359372
PHILIPPINES 0.00776 0.00753
QATAR 0.10381 0.10376
SAUDI ARABIA 0.10058 0.10066
SINGAPORE 0.2746 0.2726
SOUTH AFRICA 0.0309 0.0308
SRI LANKA 0.00272632 0.00248855
SWEDISH 0.0457 
SWITZERLAND 0.3868 0.3843
SYRIA 0.00174 0.00174
TAIWAN 0.0127 
THAILAND 0.01114 0.01114
TURKEY 0.10934 
UNITED KINGDOM 0.4769 0.4739
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 0.10281 0.10281
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 0.37780 0.37800
YUAN 0.0567 0.0567

The Bahrain Asian Traders Committee (BATC) of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCI) held its regular meeting 
in Bait Al Tijjar presided over by vice-treasurer and committee head Mohamed Sajid and in the presence of BCCI treasurer Isa 
Abdulrahim Al-Refaei alongside members of the committee. The meeting discussed the exhibition committee’s plan to hold 
an Asian Expo towards the end of 2017, with exhibitors from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, South Korea, Japan, 
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Turkey. Business to business meetings will also be held on the sidelines. The 
committee also commended the outcomes of the recent official visit to Pakistan which resulted in the signing of a number of 
prominent business agreements and Memoranda of understandings 

Dubai

Profit-taking and weak 
first-quarter earnings 

weighed on Gulf stock 
markets yesterday, with Saudi 
Arabia’s index pulled lower 
by petrochemical shares after 
oil prices fell sharply, but 
Dubai’s Union Properties and 
Abu Dhabi’s TAQA bucked 
the trend.

Dubai’s index lost 1.0 
per cent as financially 
troubled builder Arabtec, 
which had jumped almost 
11pc on Wednesday after 
shareholders approved its 
capital restructuring plan, 
retreated 4.4pc.

Union Properties, however, 
leapt 5.8pc to close at 1.03 
dirhams in its heaviest trade 
since Jan. 23 and accounted 
for almost half of trading 
volume on the exchange. It 
ended off its intra-day high 
of 1.12 dirhams, failing to 
conclusively break chart 
resistance at the end-February 
peak of 1.07.

Fund managers and traders 
said the reason for the jump 
was not clear but it could be 
related to positive corporate 
news that had not yet been 

disclosed.
Elsewhere, Abu Dhabi 

National Energy Co surged 
7.1pc in very heavy trade after 
its chief operating officer told 
Reuters it might sell some oil 
and gas interests in North 
America to raise capital for 
core businesses.

Profit-taking in other 
shares, however, pulled the 
Abu Dhabi index down 0.2pc. 
First Abu Dhabi Bank fell 0.5pc 
after trading as much as 1.4pc 
higher earlier in the day.

The lender, which was 
formed on April 1 by the 
merger of National Bank of 
Abu Dhabi and First Gulf 
Bank, announced a 12.4pc 
rise in combined “pro-forma” 
first quarter net profit to 
2.93 billion dirhams ($798 
million).

That was aided by a 145.5pc 
jump in “other non-interest” 
income while loan impairment 
charges slipped 3.9pc.

The Saudi index lost 0.7pc 
as almost two-thirds of listed 
petrochemical shares fell, 
with heavyweight Saudi Basic 
Industries dropping 1.3pc.

Most Saudi banking 
shares also fell, with Saudi 

Investment Bank the worst 
performer, down 1.6pc. 
All Saudi banks have now 
reported first-quarter 
earnings; while results were 
mixed, most beat analysts’ 
expectations.

The Saudi index was the 
worst performer in the Gulf 
for the week, down 2.5pc.

In Doha, Gulf International 
Services dropped 5.0pc after 
it reported an 81pc slide 
in first-quarter profit to 15 
million riyals ($4.1 million), 
far below QNB Financial’s 

forecast of 452 million riyals 
and Alphamena’s estimate of 
378 million riyals.

The Qatari stock index fell 
0.5pc and was down 2.0pc for 
the week.

In Egypt, the index edged 
up 0.1pc in very low volume 
as Orascom Construction 
jumped 5.1pc on news a 
major U.S. nitrogen fertiliser 
plant which it built had 
started operations.

Declining shares, however, 
outnumbered advancing ones 
by 124 to 46. (Reuters)

Gulf stock
markets 
fall with oil

Closing Bell
SAUDI ARABIA lost 0.7pc to 6,899 points.

DUBAI fell 1.0pc to 3,470 points.

ABU DHABI edged down 0.2pc at 4,522 points.

QATAR lost 0.5pc to 10,242 points.

EGYPT edged up 0.1pc to 12,906 points.

KUWAIT added 0.4pc to 6,814 points.

OMAN slipped 0.7pc to 5,474 points.

BAHRAIN was down 0.4pc at 1,334 points.
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Campus@dt.bhI never teach my pupils. I 
provide the conditionsin 

which they can learn 

 – Albert Einstein
1879-1955

Manama

The students from the 
Gymnastics Academy of 

the British School of Bahrain 
(BSB) last month participated 
in the Manama Challenge in 
Bahrain and The ORYX Cup 
in Doha. 

This was BSB’S first 
international competition of 
the season against CHAOSS 
(Bahrain), Gymnastics 
Academy (Doha) and Gym 
Muscat (Oman). 

Gymfinity, the BSB 
Gymnastics Academy offers 
fun, highly active sessions for 
gymnasts aged 3½ – 13. For the 
last four years the Gymfinity 
coaching team, have worked 
tirelessly to develop high 
quality gymnasts.

Last year Gymfinity 
gymnasts were accepted into 
The Middle East Gymnastics 
Association (MEGA) and are 
now eligible to take part in 
international competitions.

Manama Challenge - Bahrain
BSB   took 7 of their level 3 
gymnasts - Frederikke La Cour 
(BSB), Ellie Steward, Rachel 
Steward, Tabitha Moore, 
Yasmeen Khunji, Tara Khunji 
and Charlotte Rodney (BSB) 
as well as 7 of their   level 2 
gymnasts - Medina Safa 
Akhtar, Lydia Ibrahim (BSB), 
Saoirse Lynch, Layan AlAlawi 
(BSB), Lina AlSamahiji (BSB), 
Zaina Daniels and  Clementine 
Luckhurst   to the  

challenge. BSB   girls did a 
wonderful job competing 
with their routines on floor, 
vault and beam. BSB gymnasts   
returned with 11 bronze 
medals, 14 silver medals and 7 
gold medals. It was a wonderful 
success for both Gymfinity 
gymnasts and coaches  
alike! 

ORYX Cup – Doha
Later in the month BSB 
attended another international 

competition in Doha 
against CHAOSS (Bahrain), 
Gymnastics Academy (Doha), 
Gym Muscat (Oman), Jump 
Sports Academy (Abu Dhabi) 
and Shams (Dubai). Kathleen 
Holland, Tabitha Moore, 
Frederikke La Cour (BSB) and 
Charlotte Rodney (BSB) took 
part in the level 3 competition 
and Elle Harris (BSB) took part 
in the level 4 competition later 
in the day. The competition 
was tough and the girls held 

their nerve against a very high 
standard of competition. In 
the end BSB   team was able 
to collect 3 bronze medals, 
2 silver medals and 1 gold  
medal.  

BSB is now looking forward 
to take an even bigger and 
stronger team to the Inter Gulf 
Championships in Dubai. 

“The heat is definitely on 
and I know for certain our 
team will again do us proud,” a 
BSB official said.

 Gymfinity gymnasts   

Bahrain ELTP organises annual conference
Manama 

The Bahrain ELT 
Professionals Network 

is organising its sixth annual 
conference on Saturday at 
Bahrain Polytechnic. 

The conference which 
expects to see the participation 
of over 300 teaching 
professionals in Bahrain will 
be held under the theme 
“ELT: Teachers as Learners”. 
The event provides a platform 
for English teachers and 
educators to share experiences 
and enhance their teaching 
skills. 

Keynote speakers are Adrian 
Tennant; a freelance Teacher 
Trainer, Writer & Consultant 
from the UK, and Nicky 
Hockly; Director of Pedagogy 
of The Consultants-E, ELT 
Consultant and Trainer 
& Author from Spain. 
Additionally, the conference 
will have 15 speakers in total.

Participants will also 

have access to the latest ELT 
publications at the exhibition 
from international publishers 
such as Express Publishing, 
Macmillan, and National 
Geographic Learning.  

The conference is sponsored 
by the British Council, the 
American Embassy, Dar Al 
Ma’rifa English Language 
Centre, CrediMax, and Ahlia 
University as well as Tamkeen; 
this year’s conference strategic 

partner. 
The Bahrain ELT 

Professionals Network aims 
to help educators in the field 
of English Language teaching 
to share information, to 
find working partners and 
to collaborate on events and 
projects. 

For  registrat ion 
information, visit the British 
Council during office hours, 
or call 17266166.

Al Wisam students went on an exciting international trip to France and Belgium during April 
spring break 2017. They were given the opportunity to discover the European culture, history 
and lifestyle. Students visited monumental locations that included a visit to the amazing pic-
turesque town of Bruge, Atomium, Mini Europe, Famous chocolate shops lining the cobbled 
streets, Brussels historical Town hall, Statues of Patriotic world war fighters, Architectural mas-
terpieces of castles and cathedrals, Disney Land, Magnificent Eiffel Tower, Arc De Triomphe, 
Sacré-Cœur, and a Canal boat tour. Students were  inspired by history, art, landscape , weath-
er, cuisine and Symbolic structures of aluminium and steel
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BDF  Command-
er-in-Chief Field 
Marshal Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa paid an 
inspection visit 
to one of the BDF 
units where he 
was received by 
the unit’s com-
mander along-
side with senior 
officers. The BDF 
Chief reviewed the 
unit’s administra-
tive, combat readi-
ness and supplies 
in line with com-
bined military ac-
tion requirements 

Electricity and Water Affairs 
Minister Dr. Abdulhussain 
Mirza received Economic De-
velopment Board Executive 
Chairman Khalid Amr Al Ru-
maihi, in the presence of offi-
cials from both sides to study 
the future plan for joint work 
between the Sustainable En-
ergy Unit and a government 
bodies. The minister explained 
the background of the setting 
up of the unit and what led to 
its establishment. The Sustain-
able Energy Unit team gave a 
presentation on the unit’s ob-
jectives, plans, regulations and 
legislations and the role of the 
Economic Development Board 
in its organizational structure

Undersecretary for Jus-
tice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments Minister 
Dr. Fareed bin Yacoub 
Al-Meftah received 
Mehanna Ahmed Al-
Sisi Al-Bouainain who 
won the Quran Memo-
risation Contest, which 
concluded in Kuwait. 
Bahraini Mohammed 
Samir Mujahed fin-
ished second in the 
Quran recitation. Re-
citers from 50 Arab 
and Islamic countries 
took part in the com-
petition as part of the 
Kuwait International 
Quran Award

Ministry of For-
eign Affairs Un-
dersecretary for 
International Af-
fairs Dr. Shaikh 
Abdullah bin 
Ahmed Al Khal-
ifa yesterday re-
ceived a delega-
tion from the US 
Congress. The two 
sides reviewed 
ways to enhance 
close ties as well 
as the latest de-
velopments in the 
region

The Bahrain Association of Banks organised a one-day seminar on “Credit Analysis & Ana-
lytics Framework” with Ghazali Inam, Global Head of Corporate Finance at Arab Bank as 
the guest speaker.  The seminar was attended by participants from various banks and fi-
nancial institutions in Bahrain as well as other professionals from the industry. The seminar 
covered the general framework of credit risk assessment and risk-return profile of debt 
financing in the context of existing and evolving macroeconomic and industry dynamics

Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa yesterday received in his office at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Lord Richard Dannatt, who is currently on an official visit to the Kingdom. The 
minister welcomed the guest, hailing the historical close ties linking Bahrain and the United Kingdom 
and praising the constant progress of these relations
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The Pearling Path Exhibition displaying 
architectural models, images, studies and 
mock-ups has opened at Bahrain National 
Museum

The Prime Minister of the 
Kingdom of Thailand, Gen-
eral Prayut Chan-o-cha yes-
terday received Bahraini 
Ambassador Adel Sater, on 
the occasion of the end of 
his mission as Ambassador 
to Thailand at the Govern-
ment House of Thailand. Dur-
ing the meeting, the Bahraini 
Ambassador conveyed the 
greetings from His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khali-
fa, Prime Minister HRH Prince 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
and Crown Prince,  Deputy 
Supreme Commander and 
First Deputy Prime Minister 
HRH Prince  Salman  bin Ha-
mad Al  Khalifa

The new building of Al-Khalifia Library was opened in 
Muharraq on Wednesday. The library is considered as 
one of the oldest in Bahrain, dating back to 1954

The Bahrain Association of Banks organised a one-day seminar on “Credit Analysis & Ana-
lytics Framework” with Ghazali Inam, Global Head of Corporate Finance at Arab Bank as 
the guest speaker.  The seminar was attended by participants from various banks and fi-
nancial institutions in Bahrain as well as other professionals from the industry. The seminar 
covered the general framework of credit risk assessment and risk-return profile of debt 
financing in the context of existing and evolving macroeconomic and industry dynamics

Minister of Foreign Affairs Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed Al Khalifa yesterday received in his office at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Lord Richard Dannatt, who is currently on an official visit to the Kingdom. The 
minister welcomed the guest, hailing the historical close ties linking Bahrain and the United Kingdom 
and praising the constant progress of these relations

Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism Zayed bin Rashid Al Zayani met 
UK Export Finance Chief Executive Officer Louis Taylor and discussed ways 
to enhance economic relation. The meeting was held on the sidelines of the 
GCC- British conference on partnership between the public and private sec-
tors, which was held in London. The two sides discussed ways of benefiting 
from the British expertise in promoting exports

Minister of Health Faeqa bint Saeed Al Saleh met a delegation from Bahrain Cham-
ber of Commerce and industry (BCCI) headed by the Chamber’s CEO, Dr. Khalid 
Al-Ruwaihi. The two sides reviewed the recommendations of the first workshop 
held with the participation of a number of business owners in March, regarding 
the obstacles and difficulties faced by the private sector. 



Actor Will Smith is in early 
talks to play the Genie in 

Disney’s live-action ‘Aladdin’ 
movie.

As Genie, the 48-year-old star 
would follow in the footsteps of 
Robin Williams, whose performance 
in the original 1992 animated 
film helped propel it to box office 
success and critical acclaim.

‘Sherlock Holmes’ director Guy 
Ritchie is helming the new Aladdin 
movie, working from a script by 
John August.

The project comes amid a wave of 
beloved Disney toons being remade 
as live-action movies. (TOI)

Los Angeles

Actress Rose Byrne says 
shooting with talk 

show queen Oprah Winfrey 
for new TV series “The 
Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks” was a “surreal” 
moment for her.

Winfrey has shot for one 
particular scene in the series 
with Byrne.

“It was intense! It was a long 
day, but we wanted to do a good 
job and we were geared up to 
do it.” Byrne told etonline.com.

“It was one of those strange 
surreal moments in your life but 

that’s acting you know? I think I said 
that to (actress) Glenn Close a few 
times as well so I’m clearly cornering 
a market, telling legendary woman to 
eff off.”

Byrne shared that she was, in fact, 
a little intimidated by Winfrey before 
she got to know her on the set. (IANS) 
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Mike Epps @TheRealMikeEpps  

 Shout out to everybody this morning we are 

blessed to live another day. Do something 

positive for somebody who needs Some up lifting.

She gained fame as weatherman Bill Murray’s 
love interest in Groundhog Day. She won an 
Independent Spirit Award for Best Female Lead for 
her portrayal of Ann Bishop Mullany.

April 21, 1958

Tokyo

Chris Pratt is the 
main lead in two of 

the biggest Hollywood 
franchises -- “Jurassic 
World” and “Guardians 
of the Galaxy” -- and is 
one of its highest-earning 
stars, but the American 
actor still considers 
himself an outsider in 
Hollywood.

The actor believes 
“Hollywood has a 
tendency to homogenise 
its men and women” 
and that is why entering 
showbiz with an 
outsider’s perspective 
worked in his favour.

“I definitely felt like an 
outsider (when he started 
working in the West) 
and I was (an outsider). 
I probably still am (an 
outsider) in a way,” Pratt 
said. (IANS)
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‘Creed’ star Michael B Jordan has 
been tapped to star in the film 

adaptation of ‘Fahrenheit 451’.
Based on Ray Bradbury’s 

classic novel, the TV film depicts 
a future where media is an 
opiate, history is outlawed 
and ‘firemen’ burn books.

Jordan will also be joined 
by ‘Nocturnal Animals’ star 
Michael Shannon in the film.

While, the “Fantastic Four” 
actor will play Montag, a 
young fireman who forsakes 
his world, battles his mentor 
and struggles to regain his 
humanity, Shannon will essay 

the role of Montag’s fireman 
captain and mentor, Beatty.

Though in early development, 
sources said the project is moving 

toward a production commitment 
at HBO. (TOI)
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2. Humble
Kendrick Lamar

1. Shape Of You
Ed Sheeran

6. Body Like A Back 
Road
Sam Hunt

10. Rockabye
Clean Bandit Featuring 
Sean Paul & Anne-Marie

5. Something Just Like 
This
The Chainsmokers & 
Coldplay

9. Paris
The Chainsmokers

4. iSpy
KYLE Featuring Lil 
Yachty

8. Tunnel Vision
Kodak Black

3. That’s What I Like
Bruno Mars

7. I Feel It Coming
The Weeknd Featuring 
Daft Punk

15

(billboard)

Los Angeles

Actress Sofia Vergara 
will be voicing the 

‘flamenco dancer’ emoji 
in upcoming “The Emoji 
Movie”. Vergara shared 
an update about her new 
project on Instagram on 
Tuesday, reports people.
com.

“Excited to be 
flamenco dancer in 
Emoji Movie,” the 
“Modern Family” star 
captioned a photograph 
of herself posing beside 
the animated character.

Her character is a take 
on the familiar dancing 
woman in the red dress 
emoji. In the film, the 
emoji sports a black dress 
and a clenches a red rose 
between her teeth. (IANS)



FIRST MKF YOUTH FORUM
Date: April 22
Venue: Gulf Convention Centre

 AlMabarrah AlKhalifa 
Foundation (MKF) an empowering 
non-profit organisation in the Kingdom 
of Bahrain is set to host the first-ever 
MKF Youth Forum, highlighting the 
effect of leadership, entrepreneurship 
& volunteerism in youth development. 
Held under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Prince Khalifa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, the forum will be conducted at 
the Gulf Convention Centre on 22nd 
April 2017.
 
The Forum intends on shedding an 
immense light on the importance of 
leadership, entrepreneurship and com-
munity service in one’s life. These pil-
lars act as the base of every youth’s 
development into a mature and inspir-
ing individual.  MKF Youth Forum 
hopes to bring together various stake-
holders from both the Government 
and Private sector, and additionally 
the Non-governmental organisations, 
all under one roof to provide the 
youth with a platform to be inspired 
and discuss the key personality traits 
– Leadership, Entrepreneurship and 
Volunteerism.
 
The Youth Forum and personal-
ity building workshop will see several 
distinguished personalities, renowned 
speakers and influencers from in and 
around the region speaking, sharing 
their inspiring stories and hosting per-
sonality building sessions through the 
day. Each session is catered to pro-
vide the youth with a platform and an 
opportunity to develop and nurture 
themselves on the importance of com-
munity service, in turn becoming an 
inspiration to future generations.

MEGA MUSICAL PROGRAM
Date: Today
Venue: Jashanmal Auditorium, 
Indian School

 INTERADS  in association 
with Palakkad Arts & Cultural Theatre 
(PAACT) is organizing a Mega musi-
cal program “PATHINTE NIRAVIL 
PAACT-SWARALAYAM” on Friday, 
April 21  at Jashanmal Auditorium, 
Indian School, Bahrain.  The 
Organizers informed that the morning 
session, Chembai Sangeetholtsavam 
2017 Season 4,  from 9am to 2.00pm 
will be devoted to Indian classical 
music followed by a melodious even-
ing event, Niloltsavam 2017 Season 4   
from 5.00pm until 11pm.
The morning session will be inaugu-
rated by Sree Ambillikuttan, Principal, 
IIPA by dedicating “Pranams” to 
the great music icon, Chembai 
Vaidyanatha Bhagavathar followed 
by the “Sangheetharchana” by more 
than 60 disciples of 7 popular music 
teachers of Bahrain along with IIPA 
teachers. The evening session will 

start with instrumental music bonanza 
by the famous Panchavadhyam art-
ists, Pallavur Sreedharan & Pallavur 
Sreekumar, followed by the melodi-
ous musical nite performances by the 
popular singers Madhu Balakrishnan, 
Gayathri & prakash Ulleri.    For more 
details, contact: 39944376, 39699421, 
37760688.

ARCHAEOLOGY WALKATHON
Date: Today, 7:30am
Venue: Qal’at Al-Bahrain site 
museum 
 
 In cooperation with the 
Bahrain Road Runners (BRR) and 
on the occasion of International Day 
for Sites and Monuments (World 
Heritage Day), the Bahrain Authority 
for Culture and Antiquities organ-
ises an 8km walkathon to a num-
ber of archaeological sites north of 
Bahrain starting from the site of 
Qal’at Al-Bahrain and ending at the 
temple of Barbar.
Ground transportation will be 
arranged by BACA for all par-
ticipants from Barbar to Qal’at 
Al-Bahrain.
Refreshments and snacks provided.

MAMOUN EFFENDI - FUTURE OF 
ARABS IN LIGHT OF NON-ARAB 
NEIGHBORS’ ENCROACHMENT 
ON THE REGION
Date: April 24
Venue: Abdulla Alzayed For 
Bahraini Press Heritage

 A lecture by Egyptian-
American Political Science Professor 

Mamoun Fandy. Currently the Director 
of the London-based International 
Institute for Strategic Studies’ Middle 
East and Gulf Security program, 
Effendi authored several books includ-
ing “Media and Politics in the Arab 
World” and “Victims of Modernity: 
America and the Arabs after September 
11”.

BOOK SIGNING

Date: Today,1-6pm
Venue: Jashanmal Book Stores- 
Seef Mall

 At the very outset of World 
War 2, Bahrain had declared its support 
for Great Britain. This saw the enemy 
mount a daring air-raid on the island in 
October 1940. This, and other real-life 
events, have been woven into a thrilling 
fiction, “Land of Two Seas,” by Bahrain 
based expatriate author, Chandan 
Sen Gupta. Ever since the book was 
launched on this island, a year ago, it 
has been eagerly sought by the readers 
here. Meet the author in person as he 
signs the book for buyers at Jashanmal 
Book Stores- Seef Mall- between 1pm 

and 6pm on Friday, April 21. 

ARTIST TALK: ANALOG 
PHOTOGRAPHY
Date: April 22
Venue:  Heraf Al Diyar

 In this talk, artists Mai Al 
Moataz and Mahdi Aseeri, who work 
with analog photography will talk 
about their art and how using a tra-
ditional darkroom fits in with their 
process. This event will be conducted 
in English and is free of charge. Register 
your interest at binmatarhouse@gmail.
com.

MOHAMMED BIN FARIS SONG 
Date: Every Thursday 8pm ( Till  
April 24 )
Venue: Mohammed Bin Faris 
Music Hall

 Every Thursday evening, 
we set sail with the musical sounds of 
Mohammed bin Faris Band in a lyrical 
voyage which regales audiences with 
tales of a pealing diver’s life from festive 
melodies to working songs and farewell 
ballads.
In the 13 years that have passed since 
its establishment, the band has travelled 
the world to introduce Bahrain’s soulful 
musical identity through the traditional 
arts. As part of its participation in this 
year’s Spring of Culture, the band will 
hold a number of concerts, transport-
ing audiences to a time of tradition. Join 
us at the Mohammed bin Faris Hall in 
Muharraq, near the Shaikh Ebrahim 
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Center for 
Culture and Research.
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HOW TO 
REACH US 
“Out & About’, a 

ready reckoner  for 
the events taking place on the 

island,  is published from Friday 
to Tuesday. To be included, 

please use one of the following: 
news@dt.bh, or 

call 38444680.

AGU CELEBRATES WORLD 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY DAY  
Date: April 26
Venue: AGU 

 The Arabian Gulf 
University (AGU) Center for 
Consultancy and Training is con-
ducting lectures regarding intellec-
tual freedom and invention patent, 
in cooperation with the GCC Patent 
Office. This takes place in conjunction 
with celebrations of World Intellectual 
Property Day, which falls on April 26 
each year, by decision of the mem-
bers of the World Intellectual Property 
Organisation in 1970.
Director of the Center for Consultancy 
and Training, Dr Tariq Al Shaibani 
said that the university will host spe-
cialist lectures on: ‘Inventions, inno-
vations and their role in improving 
people’s lives’ and ‘Indicators of inno-
vation and patents in the GCC’ and 
‘The role of the GCC Patent Office in 
strengthening cooperation’  in addi-
tion to the developmental stages of 
inventions and innovations, from 
ideas to the market, and a presentation 
of an inventor’s success story.
He explained that these lectures aim 
to encourage respect for the rights of 
intellectual property and to increase 
awareness of the impact of intellectual 
property on everyday life, in addition 
to understanding how to protect own-
ership of intellectual property and its 
role in increasing creativity and inno-
vation, besides the role of creativity 
and innovation in developing societies.

HIGHLIGHT

ISB MEGA FAIR & FOOD FESTIVAL 2017
Date: October 12 & 13
Venue: The Indian School Bahrain 

 The Indian School Bahrain 
(ISB) is gearing up for Mega Fair and 
Food Festival which will be held on 
October 12 & 13, 2017 in the Isa Town 
campus. The Indian School Fair is 
organized to generate funds to sponsor 
needy students and for staff welfare. ISB 
Chairman Prince S Natarajan  thanked 
the community and media for the 
overwhelming support to the previous 
fair, which was one of the best in terms 
of revenue generation and receivables.
Last year around 800 students received benefit in the form of fee concession, he said. The School Fair is a carnival 
that witnesses a display of colours which include a variety of cultural programmes, orchestra and musical bonanza. 
It also contains a food festival which is a tasty hit among the crowd that comes in the campus during the carnival. 
Almost 100 stalls from leading business houses showcase their products and services this year. 
ISB  Secretary Dr. Shemily P John said that the Fair is a way to reach out to the needy children whose educational 
future otherwise will be hampered because of non-availability of funds. Being a community school it is the 
responsibility of the school to support such needy children. Proceeds of the Fair will also go towards staff welfare 
and creation of a staff contingency reserve. 
ISB Fair General Convenor   Mohammed Hussain Malim requested the support of the media and the community 
to make this venture successful. The entire programme will be announced in due course of time. It is a great 
opportunity to every business and service provider to reach out to a large section of the Bahrain population during 
the carnival days. 
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SERVICE

Business solutions
· WLL/SPC Registration
· Accounting/ Auditing  Services
·Adding/ Removing Partner Activity
· LMRA/CPR/Gossi Services
· CR Additional Visa
· Applications
· Sponsorship with or without offices
· Business sale/ purchase
· 33600501, 33602501,
dc@fahdan.com, 
www.fahdan.com

ALWARDI CLEANING
Cleaning contracts &amp; 
General cleaning services.
Sofa curtain shampooing.
Curtain steam cleaning.
Marble grinding and mirror 
polishing. Supplying cleaning 
staffs. Call 33717930

“Urgently Required”
Looking for a tailor at 
ladies fashion store.

 
Applicant to be a master cut 
and tailor for ladies garments 
with experience. 

Whatsapp or call 39998608.

CERTIFICATE  ATTESTATION & UNIVERSITY 
VERIFICATION from India, Bahrain, UAE, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Oman, UK, USA, Australia. Contact UROGULF 
: 34211 944, 3733 4647, 38 271 275, urogulfbahrain@
gmail. com, attestation@urogulf.com
www.urogulf.com, www.muble.com

SITUATION VACANTUSED CARS

EXPERT PEST 
CONTROL

we use genuine products.
Satisfaction guaranteed 

call Joseph on
33119985 

2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (Sunday to Thursday)

Send your resumes and relevant documents to
Jobs2@delconco.com

Please note walk-in Interview

Delta Construction Co W.L.L. A leading organization in 
construction, operating in the kingdom of Bahrain, has an 
immediate requirement for the below mentioned positions:

CIVIL – GULF EXPERIENCE ONLY:                      EXPERIENCE      POSITIONS

MEP – GULF EXPERIENCE ONLY:                       EXPERIENCE     POSITIONS

ELECTRICAL – GULF EXPERIENCE ONLY:   EXPERIENCE      POSITIONS

PLUMBING – GULF EXPERIENCE ONLY:   EXPERIENCE      POSITIONS

HVAC – GULF EXPERIENCE ONLY:                        EXPERIENCE      POSITIONS

FIRE FIGHTING  – GULF EXPERIENCE ONLY:    EXPERIENCE      POSITIONS

OTHERS  – GULF EXPERIENCE ONLY:    EXPERIENCE      POSITIONS

Senior Engineer
Engineer
Foreman
Block work & plastering mason
Tiling & Marble mason
Shuttering carpenter
Steel Fixer 
Painter

Project Managers

Engineer with EPP& EWA
license 
Electrician – with valid Bahrain
EDD License
Electrician – without EDD License

Engineer
Plumber 

Senior Engineer
Engineer
A/C Technician
A/C chilled water pipe fitter 
A/C duct fitters

Design Engineer
Execution Engineer

Welders with Valid License
and/or Certificate
Labor & Helper

4
6
15
40
20
30
30
10

5

5

10
40

10
40

3
5
15
30
40

2
2

10
200 

10 years
5 years
5 years
10 years
10 years
5 years
5 years
3 years

10 years

5 years

5 years
5 years

5 Years
5 years

10 years 
5 years
5 years
5 years
5 years

5 years
5 years

5 years
- 

Senior Engineer
Engineer
Foreman
Block work & plastering mason
Tiling & Marble mason
Shuttering carpenter
Steel Fixer 
Painter

4
6
15
40
20
30
30
10

10 years
5 years
5 years
10 years
10 years
5 years
5 years
3 years

Project Managers 510 years

Tel: 17728037, Fax: 17728293
www.delconco.com
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CROSSWORD
YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

Your star today

Across Down

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

How to play: 
Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way that each 
row across, each column down and each 9-box square 
contains all of the numbers from one to nine.

(Mar 21st - Apr 20th)

(Apr 21st - May 21st)

(May 22nd - Jun 21st)

(June 22nd - July 23rd)

(July 24th - Aug 23rd)

(Aug 24th - Sep 23rd)

(Sep 24th - Oct 23rd)

(Oct 24th - Nov 22nd)

(Nov 23rd - Dec 21st)

(Dec 22nd- Jan 20th)

(Jan 21st - Feb 19th)

(Feb 20th - Mar 20th)

Your emotions may be erratic. You may want 
everyone to know what you’re feeling and act 
out in an immature manner to get noticed. In 
a way, you feel like a kid who will do anything 
to get a parent’s attention, even if the action is 
naughty. At the same time, you don’t want to 
be seen as the bad kid. As a result, you may just 
mope until someone asks you what’s wrong.

You may be fidgeting, given your general 
restlessness. You’re anxious to get up and 
do some sort of song and dance, and yet you 
insist on waiting for the right time. Meanwhile, 
you’re getting extremely anxious for your big 
moment. You’re in charge of your own show. 
If you feel ready to go on, don’t wait.

Although you may pride yourself on your 
patience, this quality could be hard to come 
by today. It’s possible that you’ve bent as far as 
you can and reached the breaking point. The 
final straw is about to be placed on the camel’s 
back. Let loose the explosion of emotion called 
for by events. There’s no use trying to maintain 
a saintly demeanour today.

People could be exploding with rage all 
around, and you may wonder what the big 
deal is. If anyone is likely to have a level head 
through today’s chaos, it’s you, and this gives 
you a tremendous advantage in any situation. 
The beauty of it is that you should be able to 
use these situations to your advantage.
The more you try to control others, the harder 
it will be to get what you want. People with 
equally strong wills are making it known 
they won’t be bullied by your manipulative 
behaviour. If a straightforward approach 
doesn’t work, let it be. Perhaps the situation 
wasn’t meant to develop the way you wanted. 
Trust that things will work out for the best 
whether or not you get your way.
You may join hands with a spokesperson who’s 
willing to attest to your honesty and good 
nature. This person is happy to step up and toot 
your horn for you. You’ve earned a space in the 
spotlight, so don’t shrink into the background 
when your name is called. Graciously accept 
the praise you receive - you deserve it. Next, 
learn how to toot your own horn.

You may get frustrated when people who’ve 
taken shortcuts gain on your position. You 
believe that hard work is necessary to get 
where you need to go. You aren’t afraid to 
expend the blood and sweat needed for 
success. You’ve planned well and you’re on 
track. Try not to get upset by others who take 
the easy route.

You may not realize the effect of your erratic 
behaviour on other people. They may try to 
understand your viewpoint, but at times it 
seems you’re talking in riddles. Slow down and 
clarify your thoughts before you dictate orders 
to others. You have incredible power. Learn 
how to harness it and become a good leader 
so you can make the most effective use of the 
resources at hand.

Be quick to point out when you see an injustice. 
If someone says something offensive or untrue, 
don’t let it slide. If you do, you’re just as much 
at fault as the person who committed the 
offense. When you know you’re right, say so. It’s 
important that others respect you. Your honest 
nature and good moral sense are important 
qualities and should be recognized accordingly.

It may be best if you stay out of the line of fire. 
Don’t get into others’ battles. By choosing sides, 
you create enemies. Use your compassion to 
soothe the situation. Use your caring nature to 
put out the fire. Don’t get sucked into the flames 
where you may add to the confusion. Your job is 
to stand aside. You can care about the outcome 
without throwing yourself in headfirst.

Although your general mood is good, this 
doesn’t mean your day will go off without a 
hitch. When it comes to projects and getting 
things done, you may be the one to take the 
lead. You’re good at motivating the troops 
to move as a unified force. The one thing to 
be careful of is having selfish motives. If you 
don’t consider the needs of others, there will 
be mutiny on your ship.

Difficult situations may arise in which you feel 
like you’re doomed no matter what you do. 
Finding a working solution seems impossible 
due to the egos of the people involved. Even if 
everything looks workable on paper, this is no 
guarantee that things will work out in real life. 
Be honest and practical and make it a point 
not to choose sides or be biased in any way.

1- Tit for ___;; 4- Writer Loos;; 9- Young horse;; 13- CIA predecessor;; 
14- Lugged;; 15- Actress Braga;; 16- Revolting;; 18- Lott of Mississippi;; 
19- Register;; 20- Companion of a child;; 22- Mosaic piece;; 25- Fitzgerald 
of jazz;; 26- Play for time;; 28- Air rifle projectile;; 32- Gerund maker;; 
35- Keyboard key;; 37- Bed down;; 38- Work up lather;; 40- Smidgens;; 
42- Pull abruptly;; 43- Neighborhoods;; 45- More tender;; 47- Bad: Prefix;; 
48- Offshore sight;; 50- Peter and Franco;; 52- Collections of anecdotes;; 
54- Bring together again;; 58- Backward somersault;; 62- Pertaining to 
birth;; 63- French farewell;; 64- Watergate;; 67- East Indian pepper plant;; 
68- Curt;; 69- Fall back;; 70- I’d hate to break up ___;; 71- Satisfied;; 72- Kid 
of jazz;;

1- Renter’s sign;; 2- Together;; 3- Former Russian rulers;; 4- Jock;; 5- Figs.;; 
6- Lance on the bench;; 7- Office fill-in;; 8- Designer Simpson;; 9- How to 
dress for a ball;; 10- Draft classification;; 11- Isn’t wrong?;; 12- Not punc-
tual;; 15- Fashions;; 17- Throw;; 21- Swiss peak;; 23- Punjabi princess;; 
24- Choir section;; 27- Divulge;; 29- Be in front;; 30- Start of a counting 
rhyme;; 31- Toll rds.;; 32- Golfer Aoki;; 33- Me neither;; 34- Scottish Celt;; 
36- Less common or less cooked;; 39- Small parrot;; 41- Shrivelled, 
without moisture;; 44- Wicked;; 46- Like some corners;; 49- Guy’s date;; 
51- Glitch;; 53- Uses a sieve;; 55- Author Calvino;; 56- Golden Horde 
member;; 57- Reflection on death;; 58- Ali _____ & the 40 thieves;; 59- 
Citrus drinks;; 60- Make reference to;; 61- Entreaty;; 65- Table scrap;; 
66- Sugar suffix;;

BEETLE BAILEY R



#PollToday 

For more, catch us 
online at: 
www.newsofbahrain.com

/nobonline
/newsofbahrain

UN, Russia set for Syria 
meet without US

Three young Pakistani 
women have confessed 
to killing a man accused 
of blasphemy, police said 
yesterday. 

The UN’s Syria envoy said 
that he will hold talks with 
Russian officials next week 
but without the US. 
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Paris

The epilepsy 
m e d i c a t i o n 

valproate  i s 
responsible for “severe 
malformations” in 
2,150 to 4,100 children 
in France since the 
drug was first marketed 
in the country in 
1967, according to 
a preliminary study 
by French health 
authorities.

Women who took 
the drug during 
pregnancy to treat 
epilepsy were four 
times more likely to 
give birth to babies with 
congenital malformations, 
said the report, jointly issued 
by the French National 
Agency for the Safety of 
Medicines (ANSM) and the 
national health insurance 
administration. 

“The study confirms 
the highly teratogenic” -- 
that is, capable of causing 
birth defects --- “nature of 
valproate,” said Mahmoud 

Zureik, scientific director of 
ANSM and a co-author of 
the report.

“The figure of about 3,000 
severe malformations is very 
high,” he said.

The types of birth defects 
attributed to the drug 
included spina bifida -- a 
condition in which the spinal 
cord does not form properly, 
and can protrude through the 
skin -- as well as defects of 
the heart and genital organs.

Tokyo

Three masked robbers 
snatched a suitcase 

stuffed with millions of 
dollars in cash from a 
businessman who had just 
withdrawn the money from 
a bank in western Japan on 
Thursday, police said.

In the audacious daylight 
mugging, assailants set upon 
the 29-year-old victim as he 
dragged the case containing 
$380 million yen ($3.5m) 
across a parking lot in 

downtown Fukuoka, a police 
spokesman and local media 
said.

He was sprayed in the face 
with what is thought to have 
been tear gas by the attackers, 
who made off in a car with 
the suitcase. Few other details 
were initially available. 

While Japan is still a cash-
based society, it is unusual 
for someone to carry such 
a large sum, which would 
have weighed at least 38 
kilogrammes (84 pounds).

United Nations

Russia yesterday denied 
that it had blocked 

UN Security Council 
condemnation of North 
Korea’s latest missile test and 
accused the United States 
of breaking off talks on an 
statement in an “abrupt 
manner.”

The proposed US-drafted 
statement would have 
demanded that North Korea 
“conduct no further nuclear 
tests” and halt missile 
launches after Pyongyang 
carried out a failed test on 
Sunday. Russia wanted to 
include language contained 
in previous statements and 

resolutions stressing the 
need to achieve a peaceful 
solution “through dialogue.”

“We didn’t block the 
statement. We are requesting 
to use the agreed language,” 
Russian charge d’affaires 
Petr Iliichev said.

“We are ready to work on 
it and find a compromise, 
but the abrupt manner (with 
which) they stopped... I don’t 
know,” he told reporters.

Diplomats who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
appeared surprised that 
Russia would block 
condemnation that China, 
Pyongyang’s ally, had been 
willing to support. 

Epilepsy drug behind 
4,100 ‘birth defects’

Worn-out US accu-
sations can’t mask 
its admission of 
Iran’s compliance” 
with a 2015 nucle-
ar deal,”
Mohammad Javad Zarif

Iran’s Foreign Minister

Pope to make Fatima child 
shepherds saints

Thai man arrested for 
smuggling sperm to Laos
Thai authorities arrested a 
man trying to smuggle six 
vials of sperm into Laos, a 
customs officer said yester-
day. 

Thieves grab $3.5m in cash 
in brazen Japan mugging

Russia, US in spat over 
UN condemnation of Korea

Three Pakistani women 
confess to killing blas-
phemy suspect

Two of the three child shep-
herds who reported appari-
tions of the Virgin Mary in 
Fatima, Portugal a century 
ago will be declared saints 
on May 13, Pope Francis 
announced yesterday.

Washington

Citgo, the US affiliate of 
Venezuela’s state-run 

oil company, donated half 
a million dollars to Donald 
Trump’s inauguration fund, 
documents released here 
show.

The Houston, Texas-based 
Citgo is among 20 companies 
and individuals who made 
the largest donations to the 
committee organizing the 
president’s events, according 
to documents released by the 
Federal Election Commission 
on Wednesday.

The donation is surprising 
because relations between 
Caracas and Washington -- 
which have not exchanged 
ambassadors since 2010 -- is 
at an especially low point.

Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro routinely 
bashes Washington and 
blames US officials, without 
offering proof, for being 
behind his country’s 
opposition movement and 
unspecified plots to oust him.

The White House has 
called on Maduro to release 
its political prisoners, and 
Trump even welcomed the 
wife of jailed opposition 
leader Leopoldo Lopez 
to the White House in  
February.

The FEC documents 
were released on the same 
day that three people died in 
massive Venezuelan protests 
against Maduro. Pressure 
on the leftist president has 
been mounting since 2014, as 

falling prices for Venezuela’s 
crucial oil exports have 
aggravated a deep economic 
crisis.

Also Wednesday, US 
Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson said that US 
officials are “concerned” that 
the Maduro government “is 
violating its own constitution 
and not allowing the 
opposition to have their 
voices heard.”

Trump took office 
on January 20, and his 
inauguration committee 
raised $107 million for the 
festivities. Citgo’s donation is 
on par with those of Microsoft, 
bankers JP Morgan, and oil 
giants Exxon and Chevron, 
which all donated $500,000. 
(AFP)

Venezuela 
gave Trump

inauguration 
$500,000

Wenchang

A Chinese rocket 
successfully sent the 

country’s first cargo spacecraft, 
Tianzhou-1, into space from 
the southern island province of 
Hainan yesterday. 

Fuelled by liquid oxygen and 
kerosene, the Long March-7 
Y2 carrier rocket blasted off 
from Hainan’s Wenchang 
Space Launch Center at 7:41 
pm (11:41 GMT).

Hundreds of spectators who 
had been waiting to observe 
the launch since the afternoon 
cheered and clapped in the 
stands. 

Journalists and local 
hobbyists with long-range 
zoom lenses snapped photos of 
the rocket as it made its swift 
ascent.  

Tianzhou-1, the first cargo 

spacecraft developed by China, 
is headed to dock with the 
orbiting Tiangong-2 space 
lab, which was launched last 
September.  

The cargo ship is a “crucial 
step” toward China’s goal of 
completing its own crewed 

space station by 2022, 
according to the official Xinhua 
news agency. 

The tube-like craft measures 
10.6 metres in length and can 
carry over six tonnes of cargo 
as well as satellites, Xinhua 
said.  (AFP)

China launches cargo spacecraft

A Long March 7 orbital launch vehicle carrying China’s 
cargo spacecraft Tianzhou-1 is seen shortly before lift off

Yesterday, in our polls, 
a shocking 87 per cent 
respondents said, “They are 
not happy with their life.” 
If so, what exactly are you 
looking forward to changing 
to make life happy again?

Home          Office        Attitude



Monte Carlo, Principality of 
Monaco 

Andy Murray surrendered a 4-0 
lead in the decisive third set 

on his way to defeat at the Monte 
Carlo Masters yesterday as the 
world number one’s 2017 season hit 
another setback. 

Murray suffered a shock third-
round loss to Spain’s 15th seed 
Albert Ramos-Vinolas 2-6, 6-2, 7-5 
in more than two and a 
half hours.

Former French 
Open champion 
Stan Wawrinka 
was also routed, 
with the Swiss 

third seed losing to Pablo Cuevas of 
Uruguay 6-4, 6-4.                   

Rafael Nadal gatecrashed 
Alexander Zverev’s 20th birthday 
party with a brutal 6-1, 6-1 
demolition while Novak Djokovic 
battled past Pablo Carreno Busta 
6-2, 4-6, 6-4.

Ramos-Vinolas toppled Scottish 
top seed Murray on his second 
match point to progress to the 
quarter-finals on the Monaco clay 
for the first time at the French Open 
warm-up event.

“I’m disappointed to lose from the 
position that I was in,” said 29-year-
old Murray, who was making his first 
ATP appearance this week since a 
second-round loss to Vasek Pospisil 
at Indian Wells on March 12. 

“If you look at the scoreline, it 
was 7-5 in the third. One week ago 

I would have been okay with that. 
But sitting here, being 4-Love up 
in the third, I haven’t lost many 
matches like that in my career.

“I’m disappointed. I feel like I 
had enough chances to win. I was 
close, I think. Maybe tomorrow or 

a day after I’ll be able to look back a 
little bit and think where I’m at now 
from where I was a week ago.

“My elbow felt pretty good. I 
served much better today than I did 
yesterday. That’s only going to get 
better. So hopefully I keep 
going in the right 
direction.”

D e f e n d i n g 
c h a m p i o n 
Nadal, chasing 

a 10th title at the 

tournament, will face Argentina’s 
Diego Schwartzman, who beat 
German qualifier Jan-Lennard Struff 
6-3, 6-0.

“I played well. I played much 
better than yesterday. I played more 
aggressive, I played with a very high 
intensity from the beginning,” Nadal 
said. 

“I’m playing much better with my 
forehand.  I maintained that kind of 
level for all the match, I think that 
was the key.”

Second seed Djokovic got past 
Carreno Busta, leaving the 13th 
seeded Spaniard standing 0-16 
against top 10 opponents.

The French Open champion had 
needed three sets to get past Gilles 
Simon in his opening match at the 
clay court showpiece and goes on 
to face Belgium’s David Goffin for a 
semi-final spot.

Victory for Vinolas-Ramos 
marked the first time the 29-year-
old from Barcelona, 
who reached last 
year’s French 
Open quarter-
finals, had got 
the better of a 
world number 
one.
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‘Unbeatable’ Juve hailed
Milan

“Unbeatable” Juventus can finally 
hand goalkeeper Gianluigi 

Buffon an elusive Champions League 
title after making five-time winners 
Barcelona “cry” in the quarter-finals.

Those were the headlines splashed 
across the front pages in Italy after 
rock-solid Juventus followed their 
impressive 3-0 first-leg win over 
the Spanish giants with a defensive 
masterclass that held Barca to 
a frustrating scoreless draw at the 
Camp Nou on Wednesday.

As Juve celebrated a 3-0 aggregate 
win at a stunned but appreciative Camp 
Nou, Barcelona -- who beat Juventus 
on their way to triumphing in 2015 
-- crashed out of the competition after 
seeing Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and 
Neymar fail to find the net over 180 
underwhelming minutes.

“Fly Juve Fly” was the frontpage 
headline on Italy’s biggest-selling 
sports daily La Gazzetta dello Sport, 
which included a vignette showing 

teary-eyed Neymar being comforted 
by former club defender Dani Alves.

Corriere dello Sport used the same 
dramatic picture of Alves and Neymar 
to fully illustrate the Brazilian starlet’s 
disappointment.

“You made them cry,” screamed 
Corriere’s headline, while for Turin-
based Tuttosport Juventus are simply 
“unbeatable”.

Even Barcelona, outdone by Paulo 
Dybala’s impressive brace and Giorgio 
Chiellini’s 55th minute header in Turin 
last week, had to agree.

“Compliments to @Juventusfc for 
reaching the semi-final,” the Catalan 
club wrote on its official Twitter page.

To which Juventus replied: “Thanks 
@FCBarcelona, it’s an honour to beat 
such a great opponent.”

Juve go into Friday’s semi-final 
draw along with Real Madrid, 
Monaco and Atletico Madrid -- all 
of whom have faced Massimiliano 
Allegri’s men in recent European 
campaigns.

Murray 
crashes, 
Djokovic 

struggles on

© GRAPHIC NEWSSources: La Liga, Gracenote Pictures: Getty Images

After being eliminated from the Champions League Barcelona now face
a crucial contest with Real Madrid – only three points separate the La Liga

rivals and the 234th El Clasico could decide the destination of the title
REAL MADRID v BARCELONA

Santiago Bernabéu

2016/17 LA LIGA STATISTICS (per match)
2.65
1.06
13.5
536
2.00

2.94
0.97
13.8
635
2.19

Goals for
Goals against

Shots
Passes

Yellow cards

HEAD-TO-HEAD
(All-time meetings)

Real 93 Barcelona 91

D49

Coach
Luis Enrique

Captain
Andrés Iniesta 

Top La Liga
goalscorer

Lionel
Messi, 29

La Liga 2016/17

Coach
Zinedine Zidane
Captain
Sergio Ramos 
Top La Liga
goalscorer
Cristiano
Ronaldo, 19
La Liga 2016/17
W23 D6 L2 W22 D6 L4

RECENT LA LIGA MEETINGS
Dec 2016 Barcelona Real

Suarez strikes for Barca but Real
extend unbeaten start to season with
stoppage-time equaliser from Ramos

1-1

Navas ter
Stegen

Marcelo Roberto

Carvajal Alba

Modric

Kroos

Iniesta

Rakitic

Bale

Ronaldo

Neymar

Messi

Casemiro Busquets

Benzema Suarez

Nacho

Ramos

Umtiti

Pique

PROBABLE LINE-UPS

Match referee: A.J. Hernández HernándezRonaldo Messi

Monte Carlo Masters results
3rd rd

Albert Ramos Vinolas (ESP x15) bt Andy Murray (GBR x1) 2-6, 6-2, 7-5

Marin Cilic (CRO x5) bt Tomas Berdych (CZE x9) 6-2, 7-6 (7/0)

Pablo Cuevas (URU x16) bt Stan Wawrinka (SUI x3) 6-4, 6-4

Lucas Pouille (FRA x11) bt Adrian Mannarino (FRA) 3-0 -- retired

Diego Schwartzman (ARG) bt Jan-Lennard Struff (GER) 6-3, 6-0

Rafael Nadal (ESP x4) bt Alexander Zverev (GER x14) 6-1, 6-1

David Goffin (BEL x10) bt Dominic Thiem (AUT x6) 7-6 (7/4), 4-6, 6-3

Novak Djokovic (SRB x2) bt Pablo Carreño-Busta (ESP x13) 6-2, 4-6, 6-4

Britain’s Andy Murray reacts after 
being defeatead by Spain’s Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas

Spain’s Rafael Nadal hits a return 
to German Alexander Zverev 
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Kingston

Sprint superstar Usain Bolt was 
caught up in a fatal motorcycle 

crash in Jamaica which claimed the 
life of Germaine Mason, the British 
high jumper who won a silver medal 
at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, media 
reported.

Jamaican-born Mason, 34, died 
Thursday in the early morning 
crash which occured near Kingston, 
police said, when he lost control of 
his motorcycle.

According to the Jamaica Gleaner 
newspaper, Bolt, Jamaica’s eight-
time Olympic sprint champion 
and 11-time world champion, and 
fellow sprinter Michael Frater were 
immediately at the scene.

Team Jamaica, a website run by 
Jamaican athletics supporters, said 
a number of athletes, including Bolt 
and Frater, were riding in a convoy 
with Mason when the crash took 
place. “Usain Bolt was part of the 
group that came by and he was very, 
very emotional, and still is,” police 
senior superintendent Calvin Allen 
told the BBC.

“I understand they are very close 
friends.”

Mason began competing for 
Britain, his father’s homeland, in 
2006 after having taken bronze for 
Jamaica at the 2004 world indoors 

and claimed silver at the 2000 world 
juniors in Chile and bronze at the 
2002 world juniors in Kingston.

“Germaine was an outstanding 
athlete and a truly lovely man. He 
had a wry sense of humour and was 
a pleasure to be around,” said Fuzz 
Caan, a senior high jump coach at 
British Athletics who worked with 
Mason during his time as Olympic 
champion.

“He was a great ambassador 
of British high jumping. It is an 
honour for us to have him as part of 
our sporting history.”

Mason, still the Jamaican national 
record holder in the event, matched 
his personal best of 2.34m to claim 
silver at Beijing, one of a then-
record 47 British Olympic medals 

taken in China.
“The whole of the British Olympic 

Aassociation is incredibly sad to 
hear of the passing of Germaine 
Mason,” said BOA chief executive 
Bill Sweeney. 

“Germaine was a great athlete, 
an Olympian and a silver medal-
winning part of Team GB who 
made history at Beijing 2008. Our 
thoughts and condolences are 
with his family and friends at this 
difficult time.”

Other British athletics stars were 
stunned and saddened at the news.

“This is just awful. Such sad 
news,” tweeted 2012 London 
Olympic and three-time world 
heptathlon champion Jess Ennis-
Hill. (AFP)
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Wladimir Klitschko returns to the
ring to face undefeated Anthony

Joshua in front of a capacity
90,000 crowd at Wembley.
The pair will fight for the
IBF and IBO heavyweight

titles, as well as the
WBA Super crown
vacated by Tyson
Fury in October

Age
Nationality
Turned pro
Won-lost

Knockouts
Height
Reach
Stance

April 29,
Wembley Stadium, London

TALE OF THE TAPE

FIGHTING FORM: Last five contests

AJ
27
British
2013
18-0
18
6ft 6in
82in
Orthodox

Dr. Steelhammer
41

Ukrainian
1996
64-4

53
6ft 6in

81in
Orthodox

2016
2016
2016
2015
2015

Eric Molina
Dominic Breazeale
Charles Martin
Dillian Whyte
Gary Cornish

Win: Round 3
Win: R7
Win: R2
Win: R7
Win: R1

2015
2015
2014
2014
2013

Tyson Fury
Bryant Jennings
Kubrat Pulev
Alex Leapai
Alexander Povetkin

Lost: UD*
Win: UD
Win: R5
Win: R5
Win: UD

Sports Speaker MENA:  
Bad Boys of Football
Manama 

Sports Speaker MENA is organising 
another fun-filled evening of wit 

entitled ‘An Evening With Football 
Bad Boys’ on 12 May at The Radisson 
Diplomat Hotel with the doors opening 
from 7.30pm.

The audience can hear the insight 
and never heard stories from three 
of football’s bad boys. Ray Parlour 
talks about his time with Arsenal and 
England and the crazy days with Tony 
Adams and the Arsenal Boys!

Neil ‘Razor’ Ruddock is a football 
hardmen and hear his stories from his 
days at Liverpool, Spurs, West Ham 

and more. John Hartson tells of his 
days with Wimbledon’s Crazy Gang 
and his turbulent time at West Ham as 
well as his spells in Scotland and with 
Arsenal.

These guys are football through 
and through and their stories will not 
disappoint.

The evening includes speech’s from 
all three players, dinner, comedian 
compere Jerry Earl, an audience Q&A 
with the panel, sports memorabilia 
and pictures with the guys and prize 
giveaways.

For more information contact 00973 
3388 6952 and online: www.ssmena.com

Seven Cups 
races today

Dubai puncher 
Grivko banned
for 45 daysManama 

Seven Cups races are scheduled 
today with BD14,000 in prize 

money up for grabs starting from 
3pm and concluding at 5.30pm 
in the 24th and penultimate race 
meeting of the season at the Rashid 
Equestrian and Horse Racing Club 
in Sakhir.

All seven races are worth 
BD2,000 each with three races 
for the Porsche Cup, silver at 
(3pm), bronze (3.25pm) and gold 
(5.05pm), Bahrain Jewellery Cup at 
(4.15pm), (4.40pm) and (5.30pm) 
and the Chevron Cup at 3.50pm.

Liege

Ukraine cyclist Andrey Grivko, who 
was kicked off the Tour of Dubai 

for punching a rival, was suspended 
for 45 days by the international cycling 
union (UCI) yesterday. 

Grivko of the Astana team was 
disqualified in Dubai in February for 
punching race leader Marcel Kittel 
who was left with blood pouring down 
his face.

The UCI didn’t give a reason for 
banning the 33-year-old Grivko who will 
be sidelined from May 1 to June 14.BCL Golden League: Union Group crush SNB

DT News Network
Manama 

Union Group crushed SNB by 189 
runs in the latest matches of the 

BCL Golden League at the Busaiteen 
Grounds in Muharraq, Batting first, 
Union Group scorred a massive 
299 for seven in 25 overs thanks 
to a fine knock by Rana (110) with 
good support from Nadeem (45) and 
Qaiser (36) with Wasif (three for 44) 
returning the best bowling figures.

SNB in reply were dismissed for 
110 with Jannisar (33) the top scorer 
and an outstanding Sanjay (four for 
seven) the pick of the bowlers.

In another match, Titans edged out 
Panthers by two runs after scoring 
168 for eight in 25 overs with Zeeshan 
(55) and Ibrar (21) the main scorers 
and Haris (two for 24) the best of the 
bowlers.

Panthers were then bowled out for 
166 despite a brave knock by Habib 

(50) as Ibrar (four for 21) and Mohan 
(three for 24) shared the bulk of the 
wickets that fell.
Other scores: 

1) G4s Legends 209/5 in 25 
(Prashanth 53, Vijith 53, Shibin 2/37) 
bt Typhoon 93/10 (Jayakrishnan 28) 
by 116 runs. 

2) Rock Star 160/9 in 24.1 (Anil 55, 
Jerin 34, Azhair 2/29) bt Muharraq 
Eagles 158/10 (Abdul Rahman 58, 
Waseem 48, Shiju 4/27) by 1 wicket. 

3) Safetech Matrix 200/9 (Jagan 
53, Shithin 38, Jafar 34, Reji 5/24) bt 

Tornado Riders 144/10 (Thaju 50, 
Jagan 3/18) by 56 runs. 

4) Fateh Curtain 186/10 (Zahid 
60, Bilal 40, Haris 3/44) bt Hala CC 
157/10 (Iqbal 57, Adnan 5/23) by 
29 runs. 

5) Hempel Paints 131/8 in 19.2 
(Kashif 43*, Sohaib 4/30) bt BMMI 
130/10 (Aslam 20, Rashid 4/35, 
Sanjeev 3/19) by 2 wickets. 

6) Lions 224/5 in 25 overs (Juzer 
94, Mudreka 42, Nadeem 2/31) bt 
Shaheen 111/9 (Bilal 24, Mohammed 
3/23) by 113 runs.

Adnan - Fateh Jagan - Matrix Rana - Union Zeeshan - Titans

The wrecked bike of Jamaican-born 
British high jumper Germaine Mason

Germaine Mason

Bolt in 
shock as 

friend dies 
in crash
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Rashford
fires Utd

into semis
Manchester

Manchester United reached the Europa 
League semi-finals for the first time 

after beating Anderlecht 2-1 yesterday, but 
at the cost of a potentially serious injury to 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic.

The talismanic Swede, 35, had to go off 
after damaging his right knee late in the 
game at Old Trafford and may not play 
again this season, while United also lost 
centre-back Marcos Rojo.

United prevailed courtesy of an 
extra-time strike by Marcus Rashford, 
which secured a 3-2 aggregate success, 
after Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s opener was 
cancelled out by Sofiane Hanni.

The scrappy, sapping victory means Jose 
Mourinho’s side remain on course to claim 
the only major trophy missing from the 
club’s collection.

Ibrahimovic’s injury occurred late in 
stoppage time, his right knee bending the 
wrong way as he landed following an aerial 
challenge in the Anderlecht box, leaving 
him grimacing on the deck.

The former Paris Saint-Germain striker, 
scorer of 28 goals this season, was able to 
hobble down the tunnel, aided by medical 
staff, but United’s fans will fear they have 
seen the last of him this season.

It cast a shadow over United’s evening, 
but Rashford’s superb 107th-minute strike 

ensured they took up a place in the last 
four. Star of Sunday’s 2-0 win over Chelsea, 
he notched the decisive goal by gathering 
Marouane Fellaini’s knock-down, making 
space with a sharp Cruyff turn and firing 
in a low shot with his left foot.

Elsewhere, Schalke over-turned a 2-0 
first leg deficit to beat Ajax 3-0 in another 
tie which went to extra-time.

Leon Goretzka and Guido Burgstaller 
scored in the space of three second-half 
minutes to cancel out Ajax’s advantage 
before Daniel Caligiuri hit Schalke’s 

third after 101 minutes thanks to Sead 
Kolasinac’s fine cross.

Celta Vigo reached a European semi-
final for the first time after a 1-1 draw at 
Genk gave them a 4-3 aggregate win over 
the Belgians. Danish winger Pione Sisto 
put the Spaniards ahead on the night with 
a fierce drive in the 63rd minute after a 
barnstorming run from the halfway line.

Leandro Trossard levelled just four 
minutes later but it was not enough to 
dent the Spaniards’ charge to the last four. 
(AFP)

Football

Besiktas (TUR)  2  Lyon (FRA) 1

Schalke (GER)  3  Ajax (NED)  0

Genk (BEL)  1 Celta Vigo  1

Europa League quarter-final second legs:

Neymar, Brady, James ‘Most Influential’
Los Angeles

Barcelona’s Brazilian superstar 
Neymar, New England Patriots 

quarterback Tom Brady and Cleveland 
Cavaliers forward LeBron James were 
among seven sports figures named 
yesterday in Time Magazine’s annual 
list of the world’s most influential 
people.

Polarizing NFL free-agent 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick also 
appeared on the list that included 
pioneers, artists and leaders.

Chicago Cubs general manager 
Theo Epstein, 2016 Olympic gold-
medal gymnast Simone Biles and 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
light heavyweight champion Conor 
McGregor were also on the list of 100. 
An appreciation written by England 
icon David Beckham calls Neymar “a 
once in a generation type of footballer”.

Beckham also lauds the 25-year-old 
forward’s humility and his ability to 

cope with the expectations heaped on 
him as the talisman of the national 
team in football-mad Brazil.

Brady collected his fifth Super Bowl 
ring in February after helping the 
Patriots overcome a 25-point deficit in 
the third quarter to defeat the Atlanta 
Falcons in overtime of Super Bowl 51.

“But Tom’s real achievement is that 
he willed himself to be (the best),” US 
talk show host Conan O’Brien wrote 
of Brady. James was instrumental 
in helping his team rally from a 3-1 
series deficit to stun the Golden State 
Warriors in the NBA Finals.

“By making good on his pledge to 
bring a championship to the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and by investing in the 
promise of future generations through 
his foundation, LeBron James has 
not only bolstered the self-esteem of 
his native Ohio but also become an 
inspiration for all Americans -- proof 
that talent combined with passion, 

tenacity and decency can reinvent the 
possible.  “Poetry in motion, indeed,” 
wrote Rita Dove, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and former US poet 
laureate. Kaepernick’s initial refusal 
to stand for the national anthem as 
part of his protest for racial injustice 

led others around the 
NFL to follow suit, but 
some have speculated 
it has made him 
less attractive to some 
NFL teams despite his  
talent.

Manchester United’s Swedish striker Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic reacts after falling awkwardly 

Tom Brady

Neymar
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Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp 
has ruled out a swoop for exiled 

Manchester City goalkeeper Joe Hart.
Hart is currently on loan with Serie 

A side Torino after being banished 
by City manager Pep Guardiola.

He could return to the Premier 
League next season, but it is unlikely 
he will play for City again and 
Liverpool have been linked with a 
deal for the 30-year-old England 
international.

Klopp’s keepers have been a 
constant problem this season 
after first-choice Simon Mignolet 
struggled and was replaced by Loris 
Karius, who also failed to shine.

But Mignolet has improved since 
returning to the line-up and, in the 
last two matches against Stoke and 
West Bromwich Albion, the Belgian 
has been particularly impressive.

With that in mind, Klopp is 
adamant he has no plans to make a 
move for Hart.

“Extra competition? You ask 
about goalkeepers but even though 
you don’t say the name is it about Joe 
Hart?” Klopp said on Thursday when 
asked whether he was considering 
his goalkeeping options.

“We don’t usually talk about these 
sort of things but in this particular 
case I think we can.

“He is a fantastic goalkeeper, the 
goalkeeper of the English national 
team, the highest quality, but we 
have highest-quality goalkeepers.

Klopp 
rules 

out Hart 
move

France to 
introduce 
video
refereeing 
in play-offs

Paris

Video technology will be 
used for the first time in 

France in the end-of-season 
play-offs, league officials 
announced yesterday. 

The system will be 
introduced for the promotion 
and relegation matches 
between Ligue 1 and Ligue 2 in 
May, said French league (FPL) 
director general Didier Quillot.

“We have adopted in 
principle video refereeing for 
the play-offs. It is the first time 
in official competition,” said 
Quillot. “We are very happy 
that this is in France.”

The system will be used on 
May 23 and May 28.

The use of video technology 
was brought into sharp focus 
on Tuesday when Bayern 
Munich coach Carlo Ancelotti 
called on UEFA to introduce 
the system after the Germans 
lost a controversial Champions 
League quarter-final second leg 
to Real Madrid in extra time.

Cristiano Ronaldo scored a 
hat-trick to become the first 
man to score 100 Champions 
League goals as holders Madrid 
completed a 4-2 win on 
Tuesday, going through 6-3 on 
aggregate.

However, the Portuguese’s 
second and third goals were 
offside.

“In a  quarter-final you have 
to put a better referee, or it is 
the moment to introduce video 
refereeing, which is what UEFA 
are trying because there are too 
many errors,” said Ancelotti.

Representative picture
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which secured a 3-2 aggregate success, 
after Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s opener was 
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staff, but United’s fans will fear they have 
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minutes to cancel out Ajax’s advantage 
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Genk gave them a 4-3 aggregate win over 
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Neymar, New England Patriots 

quarterback Tom Brady and Cleveland 
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among seven sports figures named 
yesterday in Time Magazine’s annual 
list of the world’s most influential 
people.

Polarizing NFL free-agent 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick also 
appeared on the list that included 
pioneers, artists and leaders.

Chicago Cubs general manager 
Theo Epstein, 2016 Olympic gold-
medal gymnast Simone Biles and 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
light heavyweight champion Conor 
McGregor were also on the list of 100. 
An appreciation written by England 
icon David Beckham calls Neymar “a 
once in a generation type of footballer”.

Beckham also lauds the 25-year-old 
forward’s humility and his ability to 

cope with the expectations heaped on 
him as the talisman of the national 
team in football-mad Brazil.

Brady collected his fifth Super Bowl 
ring in February after helping the 
Patriots overcome a 25-point deficit in 
the third quarter to defeat the Atlanta 
Falcons in overtime of Super Bowl 51.

“But Tom’s real achievement is that 
he willed himself to be (the best),” US 
talk show host Conan O’Brien wrote 
of Brady. James was instrumental 
in helping his team rally from a 3-1 
series deficit to stun the Golden State 
Warriors in the NBA Finals.

“By making good on his pledge to 
bring a championship to the Cleveland 
Cavaliers and by investing in the 
promise of future generations through 
his foundation, LeBron James has 
not only bolstered the self-esteem of 
his native Ohio but also become an 
inspiration for all Americans -- proof 
that talent combined with passion, 

tenacity and decency can reinvent the 
possible.  “Poetry in motion, indeed,” 
wrote Rita Dove, a Pulitzer Prize-
winning author and former US poet 
laureate. Kaepernick’s initial refusal 
to stand for the national anthem as 
part of his protest for racial injustice 

led others around the 
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less attractive to some 
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Neymar
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P23 Klopp rules 
out Hart move

DT News Network
Manama 

Vincenzo Nibali (8 hours, 7 minutes and 
56 seconds) of the Bahrain Merida Pro 

Cycling Team took third place on Wednesday’s 
shortened second stage of Tour of Croatia. 

Kanstantin Siutsou was in top ten with a 
sixth place finish and the whole team is satisfied 
with their performance in the tough weather 
conditions.

The stage winner was Croatia’s Kristijan 
Durasek (8:07.47) of UAE Team Emirates with 
Spaniard Jamie Roson Garcia (8:07.51) of Caja 
Rural Seguros RGA in second place.

Bad weather, unusual for this time of year, 
was keeping organisers of Tour of Croatia 
on edge through the night. After snowing on 
Velebit mountain range and partially closed 
roads due to heavy wind, called Bura, the riders 
woke up to a clear and sunny day. But the wind 
was still very strong, so the organisers decided 
to shorten the stage for the last 15 km, before 
the peak of Biokovo mountain, that was covered 
with fresh snow. The wind was really strong on 
some segments beneath the mountain, by the 
coast and it’s hard shots of over 120 km/h were 
definitely challenging for the riders.

Race began in a picturesque seaside old 
ancient town Trogir and on the flat part above 
Split a breakaway group of several riders formed. 
The peloton kept eyes on them and the gap was 
never bigger than three minutes. After Omiš, 
on the coastal road between steep mountains 
on one side and little bays on the other, the 
race got more and more interesting. Bahrain 
Merida riders followed their strategy 
throughout the stage and 
gave a good and 
much needed 

wind shelter to Nibali and a strict plan to work 
hard for him and to avoid any unnecessary risks 
at the windy and shortened stage. 

At 13 kms before finish at the climb to 
Biokovo, the bunch caught the breakaway 
group and Franco Pellizotti, together with the 
rest of the Bahrain Merida riders was focused 
on Vincenzo, giving him all the support he 
needed.

Bahrain Merida riders were confident in their 
performance despite Domen Novak having a 
minor crash after 5km at one roundabout and 
getting a facial scratch and carrying on.

Nibali said, “The end was quite difficult; it 
was the first climb finish. The team worked 
well and we took third place. There is room for 
improvement, but I feel better day after day. 
We will see how the next stages will go.”

Pellizotti was satisfied with the team 
performance, “The whole team worked well and 
Vincenzo finished third and the climb was not 
as hard as we expected, but it was faster because 
it was shortened and many riders 
came relatively fresh to 
the climb. We all have 
a good feeling a n d 
confidence at 
Tour of Croatia 
and our final 
preparation 
for Giro 
d’Italia.”

Nibali
defies 
testing
weather 
to claim
victory


